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UNIFIED BUILDING CONTROL ween 


PEAKING in the House of Lords on February 8, Lord 
Portal reaffirmed Lord Woolton’s earlier pronounce- 
ment that the Ministry of Works had now become “ the 
central Government authgrity on designs, specifications, 
materials, building technique and costs,” and said that on 
all housing matters he was working in complete accord 
with the Minister of Health, whose Department alone deals 
with the local authorities. 

Many local authorities and builders are wondering 
whether the Ministry of Works will exercise these wide 
functions primarily as a focal point and will consult the 
other interested Ministries on questions of designs, speci- 
fications, materials, etc., before giving a decision, or 
whether the Ministry will shoulder the full responsibility. 
The first method would almost automatically involve delays, 
the second would make for expeditious decisions. 

The importance of this aspect of building practice may 
be better appreciated with reference to a concrete case. 
Take then, for example, a “ street,” the construction of 
which automatically brings in most of the matters in 
respect of which the Ministry of Works has now become the 
central Government authority. The Ministry of Tcwn 
and Country Planning comes in before it can be decided 
whether there is to be a street at all; building bye-laws 
deal with the width of the street ; the local authority is 
responsible for the sewers or drains ; the police are concerned 
with any question of ribbon development ; the Ministry 
of Works have a responsibility in respect of the design, 
construction and materials of the road surface, the kerbs 
and the pavement ; and the Ministry of War Transport is 
interested if the street is likely to carry through traffic. 

There are, therefore, five Ministries (at least) concerned 
in a “ street,” viz.: Planning, Health, Home Office, Works 
and War Transport, and their responsibilities are both 
legal and technical. The degree of responsibility of any 
Ministry with regard to a particular street may vary, but 
in any case if a question arose in Parliament with regard 
to one or other aspect of the construction of the street, 
the appropriate Minister would be called upon to answer 
it, and for this reason, if for no other, the builder and the 
local authority are entitled to look for help and guidance 
to one or more of the five Ministries in any matter which 
has become difficult. 

There must be many builders and local authorities who 
are asking the question so cogently put by Alderman Pike 
in a letter in our last issue, as to whether it might not be 
possible to have one central authority which could act 
authoritatively and promptly for all these Ministries. 

Possibly Lord Woolton will give his attention to this 
problem, which is of significant importance in relation to 
physical reconstruction. There are various ways in which 
he might deal withit. He might, as Alderman Pike suggests, 
“ give to the Ministry of Works full authority to act for all 
these Ministries and not merely be their postman.” He 
might, on the other hand, find that departmental responsi- 
bilities would be better met by the setting up of an inter- 
departmental body which would give authoritative and 
prompt decisions on all points. An objection to the latter 
mechanism is that interdepartmental committees are slow 
and sometimes halting in action, but the spirit of the times 
is in favour of strong leadership, and such a body under an 
independent chairman of character would in all probability 


prove effective. Other methods of dealing with the problem 
may suggest themselves, but in respect of all of them the 
question will arise as to whether unified building control, 
in so far as it touches the legal and the technical, should be 
exercised solely from London or should be regional. Local 
conditions vary so greatly that there may be a strong case 
for regional control. 

Successful experience of unified building control is not 
lacking. The Dean of Guild Courts in Scotland deal with 
all the points arising out of a building job on one applica- 
tion and one set of plans, as also do the Baupolizei in 
Prussia. In London the County Council, in so far as the 
state of the law will permit, gives all the necessary consents 
on one set of plans submitted in triplicate to the Architect's 
Department at County Hall. In London, however, sewers 
and drains are still retained in the hands of the Metropolitan 
Borough Councils, and in some exceptional matters such as 
the storage of petrol or the safety requirements in a theatre, 
the County Council cannot give the final word. For all 
ordinary matters, however, one set of plans will suffice. 

It will be contended that these examples of unified 
building control are local and not national, but they are 
successful and the principles underlying a national scheme 
would be the same. Moreover, they do indicate that it is 
possible to coalesce into the hands of one authority’ the 
decision of legal and of technical points. 

One benefit that unified control confers is that it canalises 
the line of appeal upon any disputed point, and a clear line 
of appeal has many virtues above and beyond the sim- 
plicity of action it envisages. Before the Tribunal of 
Appeal was first instituted under the London Building 
Acts, there were very many cases that architects and 
district surveyors thought would automatically go to 
appeal ; but in actual fact the number of appeals has been 
very small indeed. The reason for this is that the parties 
in a dispute now examine all the circumstances of a case 
with meticulous care and go very fully into the question of 
their own rights and powers, with the result that in the 
light of all the facts thus ascertained, a friendly settlement 
isachieved. Similarly, one imagines that the very existence 
of a central or regional system of unified building control 
would reduce very materially the number of questions in 
respect to which decisions would be sought. 

If it be possible to bring this aspect of the general problem 
of the legal control of building under official review, one 
might hope that the whole subject would receive attention. 
No great effort is required to catalogue a considerable 
number of Acts of Parliament which can affect the delicate 
balance of building costs in one way or another and numerous 
Ministries with some degree of responsibility for them. 

It would be easy to say that all this multiplicity of control 
should be cleared away, but common sense indicates 
clearly that this could not possibly be done in time to be 
of any use in the present emergency. There is no reason, 
however, for shirking the task of rounding off at once 
some of the rougher edges of the law, and if an energetic 
effort were made to do this in time to help post-war building, 
then a way would probably open itself for a full-scale 
attack upon the whole mass. .The practical man who 
has looked into the subject will ask, Who is capable of 
handling so vast a problem ? But one may be sure that in 
Britain, as ever, the task itself will produce the man. 
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NOTES ano NEWS 


The “ Aaron Memorial Fund.” 

A comMiTTEe composed of the Board of 
Governors of Leeds College of Art and 
Roundhay Boys’ School has been formed 
with a view to creating a fund to provide 
a scholarship tenable at the Leeds School 
of Architecture, Leeds College of Art, in 
memory of Arthur Louis Aaron, V.C., 
D.F.M., who was a Second Year student 
at the School. The V.C. was posthum- 
ously awarded to Aaron in recognition of 
his great act of self-sacrifice in bringing 
his damaged bomber to a North African 
aerodrome after it had been damaged over 
Turin on the night of August 12, 1943. 
Aaron died nine hours after landing, and 
the citation of the award stated that had 
he been content while grievously wounded 
to conserve his failing strength he would 
probably have recovered. In appalling 
conditions he showed the greatest\ quall- 
ties of courage, determination and leader- 
ship, and though wounded and dying he 
set an example of devotion to duty which 
has seldom been equalled and never sur- 
passed. 

It seems fitting to the Committee that 
a scholarship which will perpetuate his 
name and which will enable other boys 
to obtain the same training which Aaron 
himself was undergoing before joining the 
R.A.F. will form the best possible 
memorial to the first architect V.C. of the 
war. Donations may be sent (and 
cheques made payable) to the Arthur 


Louis Aaron V.C. Memorial Fund, c/o. 


The Westminster Bank, Ltd., Park-row, 
Leeds. 1. 


Three New R.A.s. 

THe Royal Academy of Arts announces 
that at a general assembly of Academi- 
cians and Associates held on Tuesday, 
Professor Albert E. Richardson, A.R.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., architect, Mr. Charles 
Cundall, A.R.A., painter, and Mr. Alfred 


F. Hardiman, A.R.A., sculptor, were | 


elected Royal Academicians. 


Advice on War Damage Repairs. 

Locat Authorities in areas where there 
has been bomb damage are being supplied 
by the Ministry ,of Health with small 
stocks of a simple guide to the main provi- 
sions covering the repair of damaged 
houses, for issue in response to inquiries 
from owners and occupiers. In the form 
of a leaflet entitled ‘‘ Repair of War 
Damage to Houses,”’ it has been prepared 
in consultation with the War Damage 
Commission and the Ministry of Works. 
Among the points dealt with are first-aid, 
temporary and permanent repairs; licens- 
ing requirements; certified work; and 
methods of payment. 

The leaflet is intended merely to help 
owners and occupiers by giving general 
advice on the main points arising from 
war damage. It is pointed out that in 
individual cases the War Damage Com- 
mission, the Regional Licensing Officer, or 
the local Council must be consulted. A 
list of these officers is given. 


Control of Maps. 

Tue Control of Maps Order, 1940, and 
the subsequent Orders amending it have 
been revoked by an Order (which, accord- 
ing to the Journal of the Chartered Sur- 
veyors’ Institution, is shortly to be pub- 
lished) which takes effect. from January 31, 
1944. This means that all British subjects 
are now free to acquire maps of any scale 
without the necessity of obtaining a 
licence from the Police or the Secretary of 
State. The revocation of the Orders does 
not affect the existing position as regards 
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Admiralty charts and censorship of maps. 
Anyone proposing to publish a map con- 
taining details not included in the Ord- 
nance Survey maps on sale before the 
war should submit the proposed map 
beforehand to the Ministry of Information 
for censorship. 


Argentine Expert Studies British Town 
Planning. 

Proressor JULIO RINALDINI, author of 
several works on town planning, and a 
former President of the Argentine Press 
Commission, has arrived on a visit to this 
country as a guest of the British Council. 
He is here to study methods of town 
planning. 


A Measured Drawings Competition. 
Ar the annual general meeting of the 


Friends of Old Maidstone Society, held in: 


the Public Library on Wednesday, Feb- 
ruary 2, the awards were announced in the 
measured drawings competition, as follows: 
First Prize, Mr. M. R. Francis. Second 
Prize, Mr. N. J. Burren. Honourable 
Mention, Mr. J. L. Hanington. 


COMING EVENTS 


Saturday, February 19, 

EcciesioLocicaL Society. Mr. F. Herbert Mans- 
ford on ‘‘ East Ends of English Churches.” 
St. Martin’s School of Art, 109°, Charing Cross- 
road, W.C.2. 2.30 p.m. 

Institute oF Quantity Surveyors. Mr. J. M. 
Holt lectures to London Branch on “ Use of 
Glass in Building and Description of its Manu- 
facture.” Caxton Hall, S.W.1. 2.30 p.m. 

INCORPORATED ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS AND 
Surveyors. Mr. Maurice Butler, F.1.A.8., on 
“Duties and Responsibilities of Fire Sur- 
veyors.” 75, Eaton-place, S.W.1. 2.30 p.m. 

Tuesday, February 22. 

InstituTION oF Civin EnGineers. Mr. V. A. M. 
Robertson on “ Engineering Evolution of London 
Transport.” Great George-street, S.W.1. 5.30 
p.m. 

Caapwick Trust. Public Lecture by Mr. 
C. E. A. Bedwell on “‘ The Place of the Hospital 
in the Health Service.” 26, Portland-place, 
W.1. 2.30 p.m. 

Wednesday, February 23. 

Town AND CountTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION. 
(London Planning Group.) Mr. Frank Herbert 
on “ Food Distribution in Relation to Town 
and Country Planning.” 16, Queen Anne’s-gate, 
$.W.1. 6 p.m. 

COMMERCIAL ELECTRIC REFRIGERATION ASSOCIA- 
Connaught Rooms, 





tron. Council Luncheon. 
WO. 1315 pm. 
Thursday, February 24. 

ASSOCIATION OF BurnpING TecaniciAns. (West- 
minster Branch.) Mr. John Pollock on “ Pre- 
paration and Use of Time and _ Progress 
Schedules.” 5, Ashley-place, 8.W.1. 6.30 p.m. 

ASSOCIATION FOR PLANNING AND ReGIONAL Re- 
CONSTRUCTION. Presentation of Report on 
“ Adapting Wartime Sites to Post-War Uses.”’ 
32, Gordon-square, W.C.2. 6 p.m. 

Saturday, February 26. 

InstTiTUTE oF Quantity Surveyors. Mr. W. T. 
Creswell, K.C., on ‘‘ Powers and Obligations of 
the Quantity Surveyor.” White Horse Hotel, 
Birmingham, 2.15 p.m. 
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The subject was the fourteenth-century 
tower of the Parish Church, Maidstone. 
There were twenty competitors, eight 
reaching the final round. The assessors 
were Professor A. B. Knapp-Fisher 
F.R.I.B.A., and Mr. Sidney Loweth, 
F.S.A., F.R.IL.B.A. Professor <A. B. 
Knapp-Fisher, F.R.I.B.A., gave a 
criticism of the students’ work, followed 
by an address on ‘‘ Architecture Past and 
Present ’’’ to a record attendance of mem- 
bers of the Society and their friends. 

The subject set for next year’s competi- 
tion is‘ the Corpus Christi School. This 
competition is being held in future as one 
of a series of competitions organised by the 
School of Art. : 


Proposed Satellite Town, Portsmouth. 
LeigH Park House and 1,671 acres of 
land at Havant, Hants, have been pur- 
chased by Portsmouth Corporation for one 
of the city’s satellite towns. It was re- 
ported at the City Council on February 10 
that the full scheme was for the acquisi- 
tion of 2,400 acres at a price not exceeding 
£150,000. Leigh Park House and 497 acres 
were first bought and then a further 1,174 
acres. There had been an interview with 
the Ministry of Town and Gountry Plan- 
ning to urge the use of compulsory powers 
for purchase of a further 798 acres to 
complete the area of the new town. 


Appointments. 


LancaSHIRE County Council have 
appointed Mr. A. T. NicHotson as Acting 
County Architect in succession to Mr. L 
Evans, who is retiring after 48 years’ 
County Council service. 

Mr. Maurice Taytor, A.R.I.B.A., Plan- 
ning Officer to the East Monmouthshire 
Joint Planning Committee, has been 
appointed to the newly constituted West 
Monmouthshire Joint Planning Committee 
as County Planning Officer with the dual 
position as Planning Officer to both Com- 
mittees. 

Mr. E. C. Rosertrs, M.Inst.C.E., has 
been appointed to succeed Mr. George H. 
Whitaker as City Engineer and Surveyor, 
Cardiff. 

Professional Announcement. 

Messrs. MacConvittE AND FRASER, 
chartered quantity surveyors, will close 
their temporary office at Stone, Staffs, on 
February 26, and thereafter their practice 
will be conducted from Craven House, 
121, Kingsway, London, W.C.2.  Tele- 
phone : Holborn 6372. 


From The Builder of 1844 


Saturday, February 17, .1844. Price 3d. 

To my mind, the whole was too faithful 
to nature, although it comes irom the 
hand of Westmacott, one of England’s 
most distinguished living sculptors. 
Much, too, might be said against the 
empty sleeve. On right and true prin- 
ciples of art, ought not the arm to have 
been restored? Were a great man, an 
admiral or a geueral, to have both legs 
shot off in battle, should we put up the 
mutilated trunk—a statue without legs— 
in the market-place? . . . Should we not 
represent our great men, in order to make 
this transfiguration more noble, hovering, 
as it were over us, transfigured to the 
highest ideal glory, rather than cling to 
the historical, and therefore earthly, truth 
of their sorrowful everyday history and 
to their bodies battered by the storms of 
life? 

**This extract (reprinted from Kohl’s 
Travels through England and Wales) 
refers to Birmingham’s statue of Nelson, 
said to be the smallest in England and, 
according to the author, the only sculpture 
in the city. : 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessarily 
andorse the remarks of correspondents, who will 
oblige us if they will express their views as briefly 
as possible.] 

Building Methods in the U.S.A. 
To tHe Epriror or J'he Builder. 

Srr,—The authors of the Report on 
Methods of Building in the U.S.A. seem 
to have assumed that Englishmen had 
scarcely: heard of America. This is 
hardly fair to our American friends, in 
whose methods we have found so much 
of interest and admiration. Many of us, 
including myself, have been to the 
United States and we hope that before 
long we shall see more of our American 
friends, whether over here or over there, 
and resume the exchange of views, which 
is bound to be fruitful. 

But the Mission’s Report assumes, ap- 
parently, that because the use of bills of 
quantities has not been developed in 
America as it has in England, therefore 
England is out of date and the indepen- 
dent quantity surveyor is a survival of 
the past. Surely, in this respect at any 
vate, it is England which leads America, 
and I believe that America would be the 
first to acknowledge it. 

[t is important to note that the Report 
does not suggest the abolition of bills of 
quantities, but that they should be pre- 
pared by the contractor—a return, in fact, 
to the mid-Victorian method by which 
every one of a dozen or more builders 
tendering for a contract was obliged to 
accept unnecessary trouble and expense 
whether he was successful or unsuccessful 
in obtaining the work. Is it really sug- 
gested that this makes for economy in 
building ? 

We believe that our way of issuing a 
bill of quantities, prepared on well-defined 
the best means so far 


= evolved of securing to the contractor and 
| the building owner a fair deal and the 


avoidance of disputes. American and 
British thought will not disagree in this 
alm, 

[ need not say more, except that my 


} Committee will naturally bring before the 
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proper authorities the facts necessary to 
correct any wrong impression that the 
Mission’s Report may give in this respect. 
H. J. VENNING, 
Honorary Secretary, Quantity 
Surveyors’ Committee, 

Chartered Surveyors’ 

Institution. 

12, Great George-street, S.W.1. 


Propaganda for Town Planning. 
To tHE Epitor or Zhe Builder. 

Sir,—It was a fine gesture on the part 
of Alderman A. E. Shennan, at a meeting 
of Liverpool City Council, to invite mem- 
bers of the public to give the Council 
the benefit of their views and criticisms 
on town-planning problems. It has been 
my concern that the general public has not 
been sufficiently informed of the post-war 
developments except by maps, which tech- 
nically are far too advanced to be readily 
understood by the ‘‘ man in the street.” 
That was one reason why I suggested a 
film, accompanied by an enlightened com- 
mentary, illustrated by simple diagrams 
which the observer could grasp at first 
glance. 

Alderman Shennan’s suggestion of a 
public exhibition of thé schemes embody- 
ing the new Liverpool would certainly 
stimulate interest. But would not topical 
lectures each midday on the subject, de- 
livered in an entertaining way, help to 
draw the crowd? If we are to create a 
universal appeal among our citizens, the 
right propaganda must be used. Why not 
form a@ local ‘“‘ brains trust’’ on town 
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planning, which would be the first of its 
kind in the country? Given the right 
representation, it might be quickly taken 
up by the British Broadcasting Corpora- 


tion. Gorpon Hem. 
Southport. 
Post-War Houses and the Architect. 


To tHe Epiror or The Builder. 

Sir,—It is frequently stated that only 
about 10 per cent. of pre-war houses were 
erected from the designs of architects. 
The Government has asked local authori- 
ties to prepare plans for post-war housing. 
If these houses are to be properly sited 
and really well planned, clearly the ser- 
vices of architects are indispensable. 

While not seeking to dictate to local 
authorities, surely the architectural pro- 
fession, through its professional associa- 
tions, should with one voice explain to 
all authorities concerned the necessity in 
the national interest of employing an 
architect on any housing scheme, what- 
ever its scope. In the past our profession 
has been accused of letting down the 
country. While refuting this accusation 
one must admit that the layman has still 
to be convinced of the importance of the 
part of an architect in the design of 
housing schemes and small houses gener- 
ally. B. A. P. Wryton-Lewis. 


What is Private Enterprise ? 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Sm,—In a pamphlet ‘‘About Housing,”’ 
issued by the Ministry of Health, appears 
the following :— 

‘*During the 20 years since the war, 
4,000,000 houses have been built, over 
1,000,000 by local authorities and nearly 
3,000,000 by private enterprise.”’ 

This should make clear to ‘“‘Alice”’ 
[The Builder, February 4] what is gener- 
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ally meant*by “‘ private enterprise’ in 
connection with house building. 

Very few of the public look forward to 
the time when all houses will be built by 
the local authorities, either by builders or 
direct. Harry SPENcER. 


Maintenance of Property: Cost of Direct 
Labour. 
To rue Eprror or The Builder. 

Sir,—The following information regard- 
ing work executed by a local authority 
by direct labour is of interest, for a large 
number of men engaged on maintenance of 
property have been called up or trans- 
ferred, thus rendering it difficult, if not 
impossible, for owners to comply with 
notices. The cost may have considerable 
bearing on reinstatement of war-damaged 
properties and erection of new houses by 
local authorities, also control of rents. 

The work comprised :—Roofs, 12 slates ; 
gutter, 12 ft.; walls stripped, ceilings and 
walls distempered, replastering about 
50 yd.; flooring, 48 ft.; reglazing, 84 ft. ; 
sashcords, etc. 

Time—plasterer, 160 hours; carpenter, 
painter, glazier, 160 hours; labourers, etc., 
240 hours. Total hours, 560. Cost of 
labour, £54 18s. 5d., plus 10 per cent., 
£5 9s. 10d. Materials, £13 15s. Lorry 
£3 2s. 6d. Total, £77 5s. 9d., plus 10 per 
cent., £7 14s. 7d. Total cost of job, 
£85 Os. 4d. 

The average small builder would have 
charged about £45. In 1935 the house 
was stripped and redecorated for £8 5s. 
Frontage of house, 16 ft.; size of rooms— 
15 ft. by. 11 ft. 6 in., 11 ft. by 9 ft. 6 in., 
9 ft. by 7 ft. 9 in., 13 ft. 6 in. by 
11 ft. 6 in., 11 ft. 6 in. by 9 ft. 6 in., 9 ft. 
by 7 ft.—5 rooms and scullery. Rent 
lls. 2d. weekly inclusive. Schedule A 
allowance for repairs, £4 15s. per annum. 

London, W.1. Sypney A. Naytor. 


OLD BEACH HOUSE, DEAL. 
FROM AN EXHIBITION OF DRAWINGS BY MR. E. B. MUSMAN AT THE A.A. (See p. 135.) 
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POST-WAR HOUSING 
SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR REDUCING COST 


BY LEWIS SILKIN, M.P., L.C.C., Chairman of the Town 
Planning Committee of the London County Council. 

Excerpt for employment, the provision of housing will be 
our most serious problem in the immediate post-war years. 
It is certain that private enterprise will not, as matters 
now stand, be in a position to make any substantial con- 
tribution to meeting the housing needs of the vast masses 
of working-class families. 

Since the beginning of this century Local Authorities 
have been compelled to provide most of the dwellings for 
the lowest paid workers. From 1919 onwards such dwellings 
have had to be heavily subsidised out of public moneys in 
order that they might be let at rents within the means of 
the families for whom they were intended. 

At present building costs are from 50 per cent. to 75 per 
cent. higher than pre-war and, due to the operation of the 
Essential Work Order and to special war-time conditions, 
in some cases higher still. It would appear unlikely that, 
unless some preventive steps are taken, they will be less 
when we are ready to build, though it is possible that there 
will be some reduction within a few years after the end of 
the war. Moreover, there will be a demand for improved 
standards of accommodation, e.g., larger and _ better 
equipped kitchens, and for lower densities—both of which 
will add materially to the cost. 

It can be fairly assessed that a normal working-class, 
three-bedroom dwelling which (including land, roads and 
sewers) cost between £500 and £570 before the war will, 
when building recommences, cost, between £850 and £1,000 
at least. An economic inclusive rent will be from 2?s. to 
30s. a week. Where flats, which are usually built on more 
expensive sites, are erected instead of houses, the total cost 
will be substantially higher than £1,000, and may approach 
£1,500, and the economic rent would therefore be much 
greater. Controlled rents to-day for similar accommoda- 
tion are about 15s. To charge a rent of 30s. or more could 
not fail to have serious repercussions upon the general rent 
level. It would involve a justifiable claim for higher 
wages, and the vicious spiral of inflation which we have so 
successfully resisted during the war will have been started. 


Subsidies. 

To keep rents at their present level will mean providing 
a subsidy out of public funds of a figure in the region of 
£40 per dwelling per annum over a period of 40 years. In 
the case of houses built to replace slums or to abate over- 
crowding, the Exchequer provided before the war a subsidy 
of £5 10s. per house per annum which would leave the Local 
Authority to bear a burden of about £35 per house a year. 
But where the house is provided to meet a shortage of 
accommodation in the area, no Exchequer contribution 
is made and the Local Authority would bear the whole loss 
of £40 a year. A similar or even more adverse situation 
will arise in the case of flats. This will involve an impos- 
sible rate burden on Local Authorities, who will be faced 
with the task of raising large additional moneys for im- 
proved and extended education, health and other social 
services, ag well as for the replanning and redevelopment 
of their area. This is altogether apart from the difficulty 
which will confront them of having to raise capital moneys 
for all those services far in excess of anything they were 
accustomed to before the war. 

In 1921, after the last war, the nation was faced with a 
similar housing crisis. Costs of working-class housing had 
gradually risen to £1,100 a house. At that time the 
.Exchequer contributed the whole of the deficiency over and 
above the product of 1d. rate which the Local Authority 
was required to bear. There was then no Beveridge Report 
to implement, nor such an expansion of the social services 
as we are likely to be committed to after this war. Never- 
theless, it was felt that we could not afford the burden of 
building the promised houses for heroes at such a cost, and 
their erection was entirely suspended; with the result that 
housing suffered a setback equal at least to three years’ 
output. Is there any doubt that if costs are as high as 
they threaten to be, history will repeat itself, and the 
building of houses will again be suspended for an indefinite 
period? But this time we shall be dealing with a disillu- 


sioned and desperate people, and any failure to provide the 
promised houses will, rightly or wrongly, be attributed to 


’ war ends. 


the greed of vested interests, and may well give rise to 
social and political consequences of the most serious kind. 


Cost must be brought down. 

What then can be done? Neither the building of tem- 
porary housing, as some advocate, nor a reduction in 
standards affords a satisfactory solution. Somehow, the cest 
of building a house must be brought down to a figure equal 
to, or, if possible, even below, that of pre-war. Below, 
because it is most desirable to build houses without the 
need for a subsidy out of public moneys, and if this could 
be achieved, private enterprise would once more be in a 
position to play a part. There are a number of factors 
which go to make up the cost of a house, i.e., land, rate 
of interest, cost of material, methods of production, the 
quality of management, and labour costs. It will be 
necessary to take each in turn and see how costs can be 
brought down, but it is important to realise that transcend- 
ing all these factors is the need for both management and 
labour to embark upon the building of homes in the spirit 
of a crusade as a national service, and not, as some con- 
sider it, as a means of reaping a golden harvest. It will 
therefore be necessary for the management and labour to 
get together and work together to achieve this objective. 
The status of labour will have to be increased; they will 
have to be equal partners in this great adventure. Joint 
Production Committees must be made universal, playing 
their full part as is the case in the engineering industry 
at the present time. 

And now as to the factors going to make up the cost. 
It is assumed the larid costs will not exceed those of 1939. 

Interest on capital cost plays a great part in determin- 
ing rents. Prior to the war Local Authorities were paying 
34 per cent. interest, and this, together with repayment of 
capital spread over a period of 60 years, brought the total 
amount to be provided in respect of debt redemption and 
interest to nearly 4 per cent. On a house costing, say, 
£1,000, interest and redemption alone would therefore be 
almost £40, or 15s. a week. It has been suggested that the 
Government should lend money to the Local Authorities 
free of interest. In so far as the Government would have 
to raise the necessary money and pay interest on it, a loan 
free of interest could only be regarded as a hidden subsidy, 
which is objectionable because if subsidy is given, the 
public ought to know how much it is. On the other hand, 
there is scope for some reduction of interest. It may be 
that if the Government made an appeal for loans specifically 
for housing at, say, 2 per cent. or even 14 per cent., there 
would be a ready public response. It would be worth 
trying. 


Materials. 

The price of materials normally forms 55 per cent. of the 
cost of a house. Many of these have risen considerably 
since the war. For example, slates have gone up from 
£20 15s. 10d. per 1,000 to £30 5s.; flooring from £1 2s. 6d. 
per square to £2 16s.; iron joists from £16 per ton to £24: 
and lead sheet from £25 15s. per ton to £38. In some cases 
there can be no justification for the continuation of such 
heavy increases. The Government must fix maximum 
prices for materials as well as exercise strict control over 
their allocation. These prices must be such as not to permit 
of excessive profits either to producers or merchants. In 
some cases it will be possible to use alternative materials. 
In the case of timber, which plays an important part, and 
has largely to be imported, there is considerable scope for 
the use of alternative materials for making roofs, floors. 
doors and window frames. Where timber has to be used, 
the Government should itself be the sole importer. This 
would ensure supplies on more advantageous terms. 

As to methods of production, there is considerable scope 
for reduction in cost. We should be making preparations 
now for producing standardised units so that they may 
become available at the earliest possible moment after the 
For this purpose many war factories which are 
equipped with the most efficient and up-to-date machinery 
could be adapted for this purpose very quickly, and go into 
production without delay. This needs clese co-operation 
between the Ministry of Works, the Board of Trade and 
the Supply Departments. It should now be possible to 
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provide large-scale units such as a complete ‘bathroom, 
including fittings and plumbing, fully equipped kitchens, 
ete. It is likely that the plastic industry will be in a posi- 
tion to assist in these and other aspects of house building, 
and every encouragement should be given to the industry. 

Before the war a-very small part of a house was prefabri- 
cated. So long as no material as satisfactory as brick is 
available for the carcase of the house, its prefabrication is 
difficult. Even so, the use of larger bricks or slabs would 
permit of a certain amount of prefabrication, expedite the 
work on the site, and bring down cost. But urgent study 
should be given to the possibility of using an alternative 
material to brick which will be capable of being prefabri- 
cated away from the site. 


Management. 

As to management in production and construction, this 
was not always efficient before the war. Very few even of 
the larger firms worked to time and progress schedules. 
Certainly very few kept to them. This would _be intolerable 
in industry, and while it is not fair to make too close a 
parallel, nevertheless there was admittedly a great deal of 
unnecessary waste of time in the course of erection of a 
house. With good and efficient. organisation and up-to-date 
methods there should be little or no idle time. This alone 
is an important factor in bringing down cost. A good deal 
of training in management is necessary to ensure the best 
results, and such training should be taking place now. 
Local Authorities should provide courses of study for 
management to which building operatives should be eligible. 
There will be a very great need for efficient managers for 
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many years to come. Wherever possible, men should be 
released from the Forces to undergo such a course. 


Labour Costs. 

Finally, there is the question of labour costs. This 
constitutes a large part of the total cost of the house, 
particularly when the labour costs of producing materials 
is brought into account. Undoubtedly, labour rates will 
not fall, nor is it desirable that they should. There is a 
universal desire to abolish for all time the evil of loss of 
pay during what is known as “ wet time.’ The worker is 
entitled to be guaranteed at least a minimum weekly wage, 
and to continuity of employment. Men who will be 
encouraged to enter the industry for the first time should 
be ensured that they will not be thrown out of work when 
the first rush is over. But having said this, the community 
is entitled to a good day’s work with a reasonable output. 
In pre-war days, perhaps understandably, there were certain 
restrictions on the amount of ouput, but this will be intoler- 
able after the war when the need for housing will be so 
acute. The workers’ output is the most important single 
factor in production. He must be given a comparable status. 

The matter is urgent. Unless our plans are ready and 
action taken now, we shall again fail, with the dire conse- 
quences already indicated. Let the Ministers of Works, 
Health and Labour call a conference of all interested 
parties without delay. Let them impress upon all concerned 
the seriousness of the problem. They must tell the industry 
that costs must be brought down to at least the pre-war 
level, and that it is for the industry as a whole to put up 
proposals for doing so. 





OLD MILL, TORVILLE, THE CHILTERNS. 








FROM AN EXHIBITION OF DRAWINGS BY MR. E. B. MUSMAN AT THE A.A. 





AN EXHIBITION OF 
SKETCHES 


WartTER-cOLouR, pastel, pencil, pen-and- 
ink and wash are the mediums used by 
Mr. E. B. Musman, B.A., F.R.I.B.A., in 
an exhibition of his sketches now on view 
at the Architectural Association, Bedford- 
square. The subjects embrace architec- 
ture, landscape, industry, etc. Mr. Mus- 
man is most successful in ‘‘ black and 
white.’”” His work possesses freedom in 
handling and pleasing atmospheric effects, 
qualities strongly in evidence in the draw- 
N. Treland,”’ 


ing, ‘‘ Carrickfergus, 

which is reminiscent of Whistler’s Thames 
lithographs. Other striking, indeed domi- 
nating, . subjects are ‘‘ Carrickfergus 
Castle, Ireland,” and ‘‘ Kensington 
Roofs.’ Of the less important subjects, 


‘*Old Mill, Torville, che Chilterns,’ is a 
strikingly free sketch in pen-and-ink wash ; 
its composition and tone values are admir- 
able. ‘‘ Old Beach Houses, Deal,” is a fine 
subject, oddly picturesque, with its frag- 
ment of a Queen Anne gable. ‘“‘ Reflec- 
tions,’ a study of trees, with ree 
reflections in the water, is effective an 

true to its title. ‘‘ London Docks,” a 
charcoal drawing, is striking, and 
shows the influence of Muirhead Bone. 
‘* Market Square, Aylsham, Norfolk,’’ is a 
pleasingly rendered brown ink wash draw- 
ing. In Mr. Musman’s work mannerisms 
of draughtsmanship do not dominate or 
submerge the subjects, as so often happens 
with architects’ pictorial work. The essays 
in portraiture and pencil sketches are also 
commendable. The exhibition is open until 
February 26, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Saturdays until 2 p.m. 


Books Received. 

Descriptive GEOMETRY FOR ARCHITECTS 
AnD Buitpers. By Leslie A. Lee and R. 
Fraser Reekie. (London : Edward Arnold 
& Co.) Price 7s. 6d. net. 


REBUILDING A NATION. M. 


By W. 





ne —" Ballantine. (Edinburgh and _ London: 
Wesinns ph Oliver and Boyd, Ltd.) Price 5s. net. 

é » fed. THe ‘“‘Swirr”’ Sranparp TIMBER 

Pricer. By C. H. B. Swift. (Gall & 


Inglis, Edinburgh and London.) 4s. 6d. 
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THE FUTURE OF SURREY 


By H. V. LANCHESTER. 

Tue whole of the county of Surrey lies 
within 30 miles of London, and where pro- 
vided with good communications is avail- 
able as a residential suburb for the 
metropolis. It has, in fact, developed on 
these lines, and, in default of systematic 
planning regulation, is in danger of suffer- 
ing all the bad effects of the ‘‘ London 
Sprawl.” Only a small proportion of the 
county is high-grade agricultural land 
owing to the area occupied by -chalk 
downs, the Bagshot sand and intractable 
districts in the Weald, so. there is but 
little of such value as to offer this restric- 
tion on building activities. 

The county is approximately equally 
divided by the escarpment of the North 
Downs and the Hog’s Back running 
through it east and west; north of this 
is the London basin, and to the south 
the Weald; throughout there are towns 
dnd villages occupied largely by London 
workers; but for this the population 
would be but small, instead of the present 
1,400,000. In our issue of January 28 we 
gave a brief notice of the plan sponsored 
by the Surrey Federation of Labour 
Parties for a rational development of the 
county, which conforms in its general prin- 
ciples, though not in detail, to the plan 
prepared by the architects’ committee for 
the London Region. This general con- 
formity may be due, to some extent, to 
the fact that Mr. Tom Braddock, who has 
done much in preparing the Surrey plan, 
is a brother of Mr. Henry Braddock, a very 
active member of the London Regional 
Committee. This plan accepts the L.C.C. 
allocation of specific open spaces at a ratio 
of four acres per 1,000 population, in view 
of the fact that Surrey can provide large 
additional areas accessible to the public, 
but challenges the attitude taken up as to 
housing proposals, which might conflict 
with Surrey’s title to do its own planning. 

This is not a suitable time to discuss 
the administrative and financial proposals 
made by the Federation in order to imple- 
ment the scheme. These are of a far- 
reaching character and will inevitably come 
before Parliament when the measures indi- 
cated in the Uthwatt Report are discussed. 
What is more to the point now are the 
general aims of the plan in relation to 
the social demands visualised. 

These take the form of more definite 
urban centres for the present straggling 
and ill-organised suburbs, some of which 
are split up to facilitate this. The ideal 
aimed at is to provide for maximum popu- 
lations of 50,000 inhabitants, housed at a 
density of 25 to 30 people to the acre 
over the whole area allotted to a town. 
Each community would have open space 
all around it and would not be _inter- 
sected by any arterial road, nor by an 
overhead railway; for this latter purpose 
some of the minor suburban lines would 
be removed and tube or road transit sub- 
stituted. It may be questioned whether 
in certain cases the subdivision has not 
been overdone and carried rather further 
than is socially and economically desirable, 
but a good example is shown in a series 
of plans for Mitcham, two of which we 
reproduce, one as at present, and one after 
15 years’ work, illustrating the provision 
of a civic centre and revised organisation 
generally. (See facing page.) 

No increase in the population of the 
more densely occupied areas is contem- 
plated; in fact, a reduction is recom- 
mended and the probable increase pro- 
vided for by nine additional towns. The 


suggested sites for these are in two cases 
Downs—namely, 


north of the midway 
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between Guildford and Farnham and be- 
tween Leatherhead and Woking; the 
remaining seven are strung out along the 
northern part of the Weald. In the case 
of these the suggested populations vary, 
but the average is 30,000 each. 

In all these urban centres the following 
provisions would be applicable :— 


(a) Residential properties to be not more 
than half a mile from their shopping 
centres, nor from recreation grounds 
or open country. 


(b) Young children not more than about 
4 mile from their schools nor their 
recreation ground. 

(c) Each town to have its own civic 
centre, wath municipal buildings, 
town hall, theatres, cinema, central 
library, technical schools, etc. 


(d) Health centres to be within 4 smile 
of all residences. 


Returning to, the general character of 
the county, we find that its mineral re- 
sources‘ are not such as to menace the 
amenities to a serious extent; quarries 
and brickfields are small in scale and could 
be controlled; likewise the removal of 
sand. Perhaps the only serious damage 
occurs, or may occur, through the attacks 
on the chalk hills by cement works, These 
require watching and regulating in order 
to protect the landscape, which is an im- 
portant factor in the amenities of Surrey 
owing to the long flowing line of the 
downs contrasted with the wooded sum- 
mits of the green sand formation. It is 
pleasant to record that the Report takes 
note of the beauty of the rivers of Surrey, 
and proposes to clear their banks, though 
it does not make any more definite pro- 
posals. Now these rivers, though small, 
are capable of making an important con- 
tribution towards the beauty of the dis- 
tricts they water. Our forebears seem 
to have understood this better, as is wit- 
nessed by the now extinguished Tyburn 
brook, on the course of which are the 
lakes in Regent’s and St. James’s Parks, 
while the Serpentine is actually a stretch 
of the Westbourne, almost all the re- 
mainder of this stream being piped 
underground. 


Now Surrey has a series of little rivers 
running into the Thames. In the west is 
the Bourne, its northern branch serving 
Virginia Water. Next, coming eastward, 
is the Wey, which breaks through the 
downs at Guildford, and was formerly 
connected by canal with the South Coast; 
then comes the Mole, appropriately 
named, as it takes a dive underground 
south of Leatherhead. Still travelling 
eastward, we find the Hogsmill river, the 
Beverley brook, and the Wandle—all 
these are capable of feeding small lakes 
in their courses, which would form valu- 
able and attractive features in the park- 
lands by which they should be bordered, 
providing for boating, swimming and 
other recognised sports; a great asset to 
the numerous townships in proximity to 
the shallow valleys which define their 
routes. 


The Report emphasises the phrase, 
“There must be no Suburbia,’’ which we 
take to mean that there should be no 
more ‘‘ urban sprawl.”’ Surrey’s existence 
depends on its proximity to London, and 
therefore it is ipso facto a suburb or 
group of suburbs, but its natural beauty 
and physical features afford an excep- 
tional opportunity to make it something 
approaching an ideal of what such a sub- 
urban adjunct ought to be. To achieve 
this ideal, well-considered planning is 
needed, and such planning it ought to 
have. 
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“NEW TOWNS IN SURREY.” 
ADDRESS TO T. & C.P.A. 


Ar a lunch-time meeting of the Town 
and Country Planning Association, held 
on Thursday, February 3, at 1, Grosvenor. 
place, Hyde Park Corner, 8.W.1, 
Councittor Tom Brappock, F.R.I.B.A., 
gave an address on ‘‘New Towns in 
Surrey.”” Mr. F. W. Dalley was in th¢ 
chair. 

The lecturer said : J was one of a com- 
mittee. set up by the Surrey Federation of 
Labour Parties to consider Town and 
Country Planning in Surrey. This com- 
mittee suggested that eight or nine new 
towns should be built to accommodate a 
population of about a quarter of a million 
persons, extra population over and above 
the present or pre-war population of the 
county. 

We have taken pains to draw attention 
to the undesirability of adding to the 
numbers of ‘the already over-populated 
area of Surrey adjoining the County of § 
London; and it is therefore being sug- | 
gested that we are opposed to any 
depopulating of the London County area. jf 
This is not so. Our proposals with regard’ } 
to density for the County of Surrey surely |] 
make it clear that we regard the densities. [ 
suggested by the L.C.C. plan for London | 
with—to put it mildly—disapproval. i 

We therefore expect to receive London } 
people into our county, and I think I can 1 
say that the great majority of Surrey | 
people want them to come and will wel- | 
come them. But we do not want them [ 
just to step over or be put just over the | 
border. We want an intelligent and 
planned placing of these people. Although 
counties like Surrey on the border of the 
L..C.C. boroughs will get the first impact 
and will be expected to absorb a propor- 
tionately large number, we expect the- 
ripples of the population increase to spread 
to the sea coast in the south and south- 
west and until it, meets the tide of Bristol 
and Birmingham dispersal, in the west and 
north. The outward push will, or should, 
not consist only of London people perco- 
lating through the adjoining populations. 
It will, in addition, carry with it numbers 
of the population of these parts to make 
way and living space for the considerable 
number of people who will (even with the 
most intelligent planning) need to work in 
London and live outside. That is why it 
will be found that although in our plan 
for Surrey we demand revised populations 
jn our near London areas, we do never- 
theless leave these areas with a much 
higher population density than the rest 
of the county. Not a higher ‘density in 
the actual towns but in a closer siting of 
the towns in the area. Since we have 
been bold enough to suggest a density of 
about 25 persons to the acre within the 
town perimeter we are getting a criticism 
that this is too high. It is pointed out to 
us that this is a greater density than that 
actually existing in and about such places 
as Manchester and Birmingham at. the 
present time. We do not think that such 
a comparison can be reasonably made. We 
are not visualising a solid 10 or 15 
sq. miles of .people 25 to the acre but 
townships only a mile or a mile and a 
half square at that density and-surrounded 
by open country with a distance of two, 
three or more miles to the next town. 

Actually we do not find ourselves 
wedded to the 25 density; indeed, I 
think a variety between towns in their 
density factor will be both advisable and 
attractive, inasmuch as it would lead to 
that highly desirable feature variety in 
the appearance of our towns and living: 
places. 

To come back to our new towns, we sug- 
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gest they should house a quarter of a 
million people over and above our present 
population of over a million and a third 
to bring Surrey’s population up to about 
a million, six hundred and fifty thousand. 
One of these towns sited on the village of 
Ockham between Leatherhead and Woking 
and served by the railway from London to 


e . . . . 
Guildford would, it is suggested, 


house 
about 34,000 people. The remaining addi- 
tional towns are sited all in the southern 
third of the county; they vary in size 
from 12,000 to 32,000 inhabitants, with 
one definitely larger town of 64,900 
persons which we site on the village of 
3urstowe, and which we think should be 


developed as an agricultural town and 
centre to cope with the increased activities 
in that direction, which we hope will take 
place. With the exception of New 
Ockham, near London, we are of the 
opinion that all new towns should carry 
with them industrial and other activities 
to supply their whole working populations. 
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DARFIELD FOULSTONE MODERN SCHOOL, WEST RIDING. THE PLANS. 


THIS MODERN SCHOOL, BUILT BY THE EDUCATION 
Department of the County Council of the West Riding 
of Yorkshire, was recently opened by Mr. R. A. Butler, 
President of the Board of Education. Built on a site 
of about 6} acres, the school accommodates 480 children. 
Construction is of brickwork, the walls being faced 
with stone-coloured rustic-faced bricks and finished 
with parapets to the flat roofs. The windows are metal 
casements in wood frames. Accommodation may be 
seen from the plans. 

The assembly hall, 67 ft. by 33 ft. 3 in., entered from 
the main entrance hall, forms an important feature of 


the school as the centre of social activities. The stage 
occupies the full width of the hall and is 16 ft. in depth. 
It has a wide proscenium opening and a full range of 
artificial lighting effects. Under the stage is a dressing 
room approached from a side staircase. The hall will 
be used for dining also, and a kitchen adjoins it. On 
the first floor of the special subjects block, approached 
by a staircase at each end, is the school library, which 
is fitted with an open fireplace in an inglenook recess, 
craft room with small store, science laboratory with a 
preparation store room, and an art room with a semi- 
circulay end and window. The school is heated by a 
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THE BOYS’ ENTRANCE. Below: THE WEST FRONT. 


DARFIELD FOULSTONE MODERN SCHOOL, WEST RIDING 
MR. H. WORMALD, A.R.I.B.A., COUNTY EDUCATION ARCHITECT 
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THE ASSEMBLY HALL. Below: LIBRARY. 
DARFIELD FOULSTONE MODERN SCHOOL, WEST RIDING. 


trolled throughout. Playing fields occupy three acres, 
in addition to the asphalted playgrounds. The main 
contractor was Mr. Joseph Richardson, of Barnsley. 


low-pressure hot water gravitation system accelerated 
by an electric pump. The boilers are fitted with auto- 
matic stokers, and the system is thermostatically con- 
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NATIONALISATION OF THE 
LAND 


DISCUSSION AT THE A.A. 

‘‘Tuat this House considers that 
nationalisation of the land is indispens- 
able for national eae was a motion 
before a meeting of the Architectural 
Association on Tuesday, February 8, 
Mr. Donald D. Harrison, A.R.I.B.A., 
proposed it, and the opposition was led 
by Miss A. MacKinnon, M.A. 

In the earlier part of the proceedings, 
while formal business was being trans- 
acted, the President (Mr. A. Anderson) 
occupied the chair, but over the debate 
Dr. Dudley L. Stamp, B.A., presided. 

Mr. Harrison said that with the grow- 
ing complexity of civilisation and urban 
development there was need of a greater 
pas. pooner on the part of landowners, 
and some attempts had been made by the 
legislature to curb their almost complete 
irresponsibility. But it was important to 
realise that the whole of our town plan- 
ning legislation had been and must be 
designed in a negative spirit in its at- 
tempts to control the property owner, 
whose interests were directly opposed to 
those of the community. During the past 
hundred years there had been no really 
first-class development excepting that of 
garden cities; normal development had 
resulted in chaotic towns. The restric- 
tive legislation in which at present town 
planning consisted comprised compulsory 
purchase; it was recognised that the 
community must have an _ overriding 
power to purchase land. When we spoke 
of nationalising the land we meant 
nationalising rights in the land, and many 
rights had already been nationalised, 
among these and very recently certain 
mineral rights. Under stress of war we 
had instituted the right of requisition, 
and this was to a certain extent a policy 
of nationalisation. We required two 
things from the land: (1) That its de- 
velopment and use should be for the best 
advantage of the whole community, and 
(2) that any increment in its value should 
also be for the benefit of the whole com- 
munity. The only way to attain these 
ends was for the community to get con- 
trol of the freehold. The Uthwatt pro- 
posals were concerned largely with 
nationalising rights in the land while 
attempting to evade nationalisation of the 
legal title. In its three proposals the 
Uthwatt Committee had felt themselves 
bound to advise the nationalisation of the 
land in so far as there was to be any 
national planning, and this despite the 
fact that their report was specifically 
against the nationalisation of the land. 

Miss MacKinnon said those on her side 
of the House would give place to no one 
in deploring the system of individual 
ownership and comparatively unrestricted 
private use of land, and they would agree 
that planning for the future must be 
something different from what was on the 
Statute Book at the present time. It 
must be on a national basis and not local 
and piecemeal as to-day, and it must be 
such that claims by private individuals 
for compensation would not thwart plan- 
ning authorities, central or local, in un- 
dertaking comprehensive planning. But 
to say that nationalisation of the land 
was indispensable to national planning 
was a counsel of despair. The problems 
involved in searching out title, settling 
claims to compensation, and valuing and 
revaluing individual interests would be 
formidable enough if we had time for 
them; but we had not the time. It was 
important that we should be ready to 
seize the opportunity immediately hos- 
tilities ended. If we were to wait until 


the issue of nationalisation was settled we 
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should not at the end of the war have on 
the Statute Book the legislation necessary 
to enable us to undertake planning at 
once, and the pressure for building would 
be such that we should not be able to 
impose necessary restrictions. | Compre- 
hensive architectural planning would go 
by the board. 


The Debate. 

A long debate followed, in which 
students and others took part. Most of 
the speakers addressed themselves not to 
the motion before the meeting but to the 
question of the nationalisation of the land 
as such. Mr. CrovcnH Wuttams-Ex.is 
argued that the only test in such a matter 
as the nationalisation of the land was 
whether it would promote the general 
public welfare. From the _ technical, 
economic and planning point of view 
there was no question but that public 
ownership was the thing; but if it was 
unacceptable to the people at large it 
would be a political impossibility to en- 
force it if we were to remain a democracy. 

Mr. Arruur Cotiins (Director of .the 
Abbey National Building Society) said 
that when considering the Barlow, Scott 
and Uthwatt Reports, building societies 
wanted to know where and when and how 
land was to be devoted in any part of the 
country to this, that or the other purpose. 
Secondly, they wanted to know the con- 
clusions at which the Government arrived 
when settling the ownership and control 
of the development of land for building 
purposes. Thirdly, they wanted to know 
the decisions of the Government in the 
matters dealt with in the Scott Report 
as to the area of land which was not 
urban. Of the people who acquired homes 
through building societies nine out of 
every ten strongly preferred freehold to 
leasehold. 

Mr. J. Avan Sater asked if the nation 
was to insist upon ownership or be satis- 
fied with control? We had suffered from 
control throughout the war. Fifty-three 
things were controlled, and in forty-eight 
cases big business was in charge of the 
controlling Government Department. If 
we had control of the land vested interests 
would put private ownership over the 
public control. 

Mr. Hitton Wricut said the funda- 
mental point was not whether nationalisa- 
tion was indispensable to planning, but 
for what form of planning it was indis- 
pensable. If planning meant the economic 
control of the country in the interests of 
big business, land nationalisation was not 
indispensable, and a form of planning 
would be adopted which would see that 
the interests of large landowners were pro- 
tected while at the same time the appear- 
ance of land ownership was given to the 
public. If that was the case architects 
should be very careful when examining 
any claims for public control of land 
which did not depend on actual owner- 
ship. 

Mr. Srantey Hamp asked if those who 
supported the motion meant that nation- 
alisation was necessary for the national 
plan, or necessary for the world? If they 
said it was necessary for the world he 
would say “‘ Yes,’’ but if they said it was 
necessary for the national plan and carry- 
ing it out quickly, he would say ‘ No.” 
He would vote to get on with the 
national plan as fast as possible and put 
it into effect. 

Dr. Duprey Stamp said both sides had 
spoken of the cost of the nationalisation 
of the land, but it ought not to cost any- 
thing. Buying the land on a valuation 
was not a matter of handing out money; 
the expropriated landowner would get 
bonds bearing interest representing what 
he had relinquished. 

The resolution was carried by 48 to 21. 
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CHAIR OF BUILDING AT 
CAMBRIDGE 


GO% 
DISCUSSIONS TO CONTINUE. 
SuBSTANTIAL progress has been made to- 
wards the establishment of a Chair of 
Building at Cambridge University, and, 
following the report of a University Com- 
mittee set up last December to consider 
the question, the Vice-Chancellor, Dr. 
T. S. Hele, has notified Mr. H. C. Har- 
land, President of the London Master 
Builders’ Association, who has been in 
charge of the negotiations, that approval 
has been given for the continuation of the 

discussions. 

In a statement on the subject Mr. Har- 
LAND said: ‘‘ The founding of a Chair of 
Building at Cambridge has for many years 
been in the mind of those prominently 
connected with the building industry. As 
far back as 1929 the matter was investi- 
gated, but the then difficulties proved in- 
surmountable. 

‘‘Some months ago the proposal was 
revived, and Mr. E. C. Holloway, Presi- 
dent of the Institute of Builders, Mr. 
A. H. Adamson and Major Leslie Shingle- 
ton, both former Presidents of the Lon- 
don Master Builders’ Association, and I 
undertook further investigations. 

“We got into touch with Dr. Kenneth 
Pickthorn and Professor A. V. Hill, the 
two M.P.s for Cambridge University, and 
through their good offices had a meeting 
with the Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge 
University, who expressed himself as 
greatly interested in the proposal. 

“I reported the matter to a meeting 
of the London Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion in December, and shortly afterwards 
it was considered at a meeting of the 
Council of the National Federation, which 
unanimously decided that negotiations 
should be actively pursued with a view to 
the endowment of a Chair of Building. 
A National Federation Committee was 
thereupon appointed to carry on discus- 
sions with Cambridge University. 

** Incidentally, ) ae Portal, the 
Minister of Works, has told me that the 
project will receive his blessing, and 
others interested in educational matters 
are enthusiastic in their support. A 
syllabus which would embrace subjects 
upon which jt is desirablé that instruction 
should be given to young men coming 
into the industry has been discussed. 

*“ As to the Course, the suggestion is 
that young men desiring to enter the 
building industry should go to the Univer- 
sity at the age of 18. The Course would 
last for three years. Provision would be 
made for 30 students to enter each year. 
The first year’s course would run con- 
currently with the School of Architecture 
and the School of Engineering, so that 
for the first year students in the three 
schools would be taking the same sub- 
jects. 

‘“* The question of cost has already been 
considered both by the University and by 
the building industry. It is considered 
that something in the neighbourhood of 
£250,000 would be required to cover the 
endowment of a Chair of Building, the 
establishment of a School of Building, and 
the provision of the necessary lecture- 
ships and facilities for research. 

“IT do not fear that the finance need 
present any great difficulty to an industry 
of the size and importance of the building 
industry of Great Britain. What I hope 
is that when we are ready to go ahead the 
whole industry will contribute to the 
Chair of Building, and feel that it has a 
personal interest in its success.” 

A meeting of representatives of the 
National Federation Committee with the 
Vice-Chancellor and some of his colleagues 
is to take place in the very near future. 
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PLANNING AND THE 


LANDSCAPE 


MR. JOHN DOWER’S ADDRESS TO THE 
TOWN PLANNING , INSTITUTE. 

An address on ‘“ Planning and _ the 
Landscape’’ was given by Mr. Joun 
Dower, M.A.,,A.R.TB.A., M.T.P.I., to 
the Town Planning Institute on Feb- 
ruary 3. In the course of this he said :— 

In order to keep my subject within 
practicable limits, I will start by defining 
“the landscape’’ as what we see about 
us in the countryside. I don’t say it 
would be wrong to speak of an urban 
‘*‘Jandscape.”’ However similar -their 
fundamental appeal to eye and mind, town 
landscapes of to-day are, generally speak- 
ing, so widely different, in emphasis and 
characteristic detail, from country land- 
scapes that any attempt to deal with both 
in one short paper could lead only to con- 
fusion. I must leave the towns aside, 
except in so far as you may find that some 
of the caps I devise may fit the heads 
of such urban features as parks, park- 
ways, public or private gardens, and play- 
ing-fields—the concentration points of 
that tincture of the country, of the 
natural and rural, which, as Abercrombie 
has enjoined us, is so vital a leaven to 
sheer urbanity in sound civic design. 

As for the suburbs and fringes of 
towns, especially the ribboned and scat- 
tered memorials of the muddle-headed 
1920s and 1930s, the sooner we sort them 
out into those parts which should be made 
or remade into towns, and those which 
should be reclaimed into country (a slower 
and more difficult, but by no means im- 
possible process), the better for all con- 
cerned. I have no hesitation in taking 
as background for all I have to say in 
this paper the broad thesis that town 
should be town and country country, and 
that, with rare exceptions, half-way-house 
mixtures of the two fail to satisfy all- 
round human needs and are a wasteful 
misuse of land. I leave aside, therefore, 
not only existing towns but all those 
areas, whether already semi-urbanised or 
still real* country, which we choose to 
earmark for future towns. I only trust 
that such choice will be early, systematic, 
far-sighted and as economical as possible 
in its territorial claims, , especially in 
country of high value, whether for land- 
scape beauty or for productivity. 

Is there any means by which we can 
agree and establish an assessment of land- 
scape values, a policy of landscape pre- 
servation, and a technique of landscape 
design, which—if moti of any absolute 
validity—will at least serve, with appro- 
priate legislative and administrative sanc- 
tion, to increase rather than diminish the 
sum of our country’s beauty and its 
public enjoyment? 

Personally, I believe that the means can 
be found; and that the key to success 
is that enough of us—and especially of 
those who have some relevant authority 
or influence as governors, administrators, 
technicians, and writers—should care 
enough about the task, and should go 
humbly and_ seriously to school with 
Nature herself as mistress and inspirer, 
and with the great minds that have been 
applied to the loving study of nature as 
guides and interpreters. 5 

Next to Nature herself, the poet Words- 
worth is, I believe, the surest and most 
inspiring guide we can follow. Besides 
the large part of his finest poetry which 
derives from the contemplation of Nature, 
Wordsworth wrote and rewrote through 
five editions, between 1810 and 1835, a 
prose ‘‘ Guide through the District of the 
Lakes in the North of England ”’ (repub- 
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lished in 1926 in convenient pocket form 
by the Oxford University Press). 

This book, which, as Wordsworth said, 
“could not have been written without 
much experience ”’ (in fact, half a life- 
time of sustained observation and 
thought), is unique in its fusion of poetic 
appreciation and masterly generalisation 
with detailed description and critical and 
practical advice on true and false taste in 
the treatment of landscape, and disposi- 
tion and design of buildings. 

Our task and purpose falls into three 
main sections — assessment; negative 
measures for the preservation of land- 
scape; and positive measures for its main- 
tenance and enrichment. 

My comment on the first is this: That 
without assessment of landscape values, 
the use of plan-making for landscape pre- 
servation must be—and has been—a blind, 
uncertain and disappointing affair; but 
that with and preceded by a comprehen- 
sive assessment there should be no diffi- 
culty in making such use clear, confident 
and successful, up to whatever may prove 
to be the financial limits of planning 
action. 

On the second, planning control, my 
comment is that it will become, as. I 
see it, more and more the key activity 
of the planning system by which _ its 
success or failure will be judged, and that, 
for effective use in the preservation of 
rural amenities, great and small, the con- 
trol must be unvaryingly thorough and 
informed by really skilled landscape and 
architectural advice. The planning control 
of the past (with honourable exceptions) 
has been nowhere near good enough. 
Admittedly, till last year the prepon- 
derantly ‘‘ interim ’’ control rested on very 
inadequate powers, but it was weak and 
unskilled administration, far more than 
inadequate powers, which opened the door 
so frequently to ugly, misplaced and pat- 
ternless development. The _ best-laid 
assessments and plans will gang hopelessly 
agley if we continue to ‘‘ let this one go ”’ 
and to be content with ‘‘it might be 
worse.”’ ‘ 

As to the third section of the broad 
landscape task—the positive measures and 
technique for maintenance of the land- 
scape and its enrichment by treatment and 
design, perhaps the main thing to realise 
is that it passes far beyond the limits of 
statutory planning, however ambitiously 
we may hope to extend them. It is a 
team-work job. If it is to be well done, 
skilled country planners must, indeed, 
play an important and continuing part, 
but they must do so in collaboration with 
many other skills and interests; and 
similarly the planning authorities, centrai 
and local, will have to collaborate with 
many other Government and _ statutory 
bodies. 

To a large extent the planner’s share 
is incidental to the operations of others. 
His réle becomes that of designer and 
expert adviser, showing the exeeutive 
landowner’ or entrepreneur how—within 
the limits imposed by statutory planning 
—he may so manage or develop his pro- 
perty or enterprise as to do the most good 
and the least harm to landscape beauty 
and interest. An immense field of oppor- 
tunity is in prospect, both for the official 
planner working on public developments 
of all kinds, such as rural housing, new 
and improved roads, water-supply and 
sewage installations and electricity distri- 
bution, and for the independent con- 
sultant working on an equally wide range 
of private developments, including agri- 
cultural improvement, forestry (both 
economic and ‘‘amenity”’), gardens, 
mines and quarries, and holiday-camps. 
Besides all these normal enterprises, for 
many of which the end of the war will 
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release a pent-up flood of demand, there 
will be, in the immediate post-war period, 
a huge abnormal, and largely unprece- 
dented task of cleaning up the messes 
left by the war. 


OBITUARY 


Lieut. E. E. Davis, R.N.V.R., A.R.1.B.A. 

It is with deep regret that we record 
the loss of Mr. E. E. Davis, A.R.I.B.A., 
who, as a lieutenant in the R.N.V.R., 
last June received a ‘‘ Mention in Dis- 
patches’ for gallantry and skill when in 
charge of a minelayer engaged in dan- 
gerous mine-sweeping operations in the 
Mediterranean. Mr, Davis’s chief recrea- 
tion was yachting on the South Coast, 
and when waft appeared imminent he 
made a study of navigation in order to 
be better prepared for service in the 
Navy, which he entered at the earliest 
opportunity in 1940. 

H. V. L. writes: After a short spell 
in a Sussex builder’s office, Lieut. Davis 
became an architectural assistant, first 
with Messrs. Pite, Son & Fairweather 
and subsequently with Messrs. Lan- 
chester & Lodge, with whom he remained 
during the rest of his architectural 
career, becoming a partner in this firm 
in 1935. In 1931 he submitted a design 
in competition for the medical clinic at 
Bermondsey and obtained first place. 
Two years later he won the Henry Saxon 
Snell prize, which he utilised for a travel 
tour in the United States to make a 
study of hospital practice there, which 
had, of course, a special interest for him, 
as he had been engaged on the activities 
of his firm in this branch of design. Later 
he won the competition: for a technical 
school at Bolton, and this, together with 
the energy and skill he had so long 
displayed in his work, qualified him for 
the position of a partner in the firm. His 
loss is a grievous one, not only to his 
own intimate circle, but to the architec- 
tural profession in general. 


G. E. Smith, L.R.1.B.A. 

We regret to record the death of Mr. 
George Edwin Smith, L.R.I.B.A., at the 
age of 74. He designed a number of 
the principal buildings of Portsmouth, 
including the South Parade Pier and the 
Municipal College, the latter won in open 
competition. 


Walter J. Allison. 

We regret to note the-announcement, in 
the Journal of the Incorporated Clerks of 
Works Association of Great Britain, of the 
death, at the age of 68, of Mr. Walter J. 
Allison, late Secretary of that body. 

Mr. G. W. Harris, a friend of long 
standing, writes : ‘‘ Mr. Allison was clerk 
of works to the Peabody Trust for 33 
years, retiring in 1939. He joined the 
I.C.W.A. in 1920 and very soon gave his 
strength to the Association by being on 
committee. He was Vice-President in 
1930, when the chair was occupied by Mr. 
G. W. Eyles. He took the chair in 1931 
and after a little time became Secretary. 
This office he held for 11 years and only 
relinquished it through ill-health. In his 
hours of relaxation he was Worshipful 
Master of the Irenic Lodge of Freemasons 
in 1943 and Secretary of the Sylvan 
Bowling Club and a member of the choir, 
Trinity Church, New Park-road, Brixton. 
He leaves a widow, to whom we offer our 
sincere sympathy in her great bereave- 
ment.”’ 





Electrical Wages. 

The N.J.C. for the Electrical Contract- 
ing Industry have declared new rates for 
labour under 21. A copy of the rates may 
be obtained from Mr, L. C. Penwill, 
National Federated Electrical Associa- 
tion, Africa House, Kingsway, W.C.2. 
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POST-WAR BUILDING 


MR. LESLIE WALLIS ON COST 
REDUCTION. 

In an address which he gave to the 
National Council of Building Material Pro- 
ducers on January 28, Mr. F. Lesuie 
Watts, President of the Building Tndus- 
tries National Council, and immediate Past 
President of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, reviewed the 
factors calling for correction if a reasonable 
level of building costs is to be reached 
after the war. 

Referring to controls, Mr. Watts said 
that, with the agreement of the industry, 
they recognised there must be some sort of 
control for as short as possible a period 
when the war was over, gradually per- 
haps diminishing as we got back a bigger 
labour force. 

‘* But one control,’’ he continued, ‘I 
have asked definitely to be removed abso- 
lutely at once, and that is the direction 
of labour. I am perfectly convinced, as 
iny industry is, that one of the great diffi- 
culties that we in the building industry 
have faced during ithe war has been the 
fact that men had had to work where they 
were told and not where they wanted to. 
Discipline is not always a bad thing, but 
you don’t get good work, or a good outpnt, 
unless you have a contented operative. 
And many of these men have been living 
in hostels, camps, hutments, and so on— 
reasonably comfortable, but not at home 
—and have had no chance of going any- 
where except where they were sent. Now 
when you give a man his freedom and tell 
him to find a job near his own home you 
will get a more contented operative and a 
bigger output.”’ 

It is obvious [continued Mr. Wallis’ 
that when the war is over there will be 
more work than we can dream of to be 
done. But this large amount of work is 
only potential. I am satisfied that there 
is enough work to keep a labour force 
greater than the force we had before the 
war fully occupied for twelve years and 
beyond. But that is only potential, be- 
cause the thing which is going to justify 
that work being done is the cost. How 
do we stand for labour cost? Our wages 
are up in the industry by about 35 per 
cent., perhaps a shade more, and .those 
wages are regulated according to the Stan- 
dard of Living Index figure of the Ministry 
of Labour, and so, until the cost of living 
goes down, which may be some consider- 
able time, our labour costs—our labour 
wages—are not going down. 

Now, in addition, you must remember 
we are going to put something on. We are 
now negotiating for some system of 
guarantee with regard to the lost  tiine 
that we in the building industry suffer 
from, and that will amount to something. 
I don’t think any reasonable man _ or 
reasonable client will expect us to take the 
gamble whether we lose time or not, so that 
we shall have to pass that on to our build- 
ing clients, which will mean a small in 
crease (in the south of England approxi- 
mately 2 per cent.). We have. recently 
introduced a Holidays with Pay scheme— 
again a charge on the industry—and so 
labour costs cannot come down very much. 


Output. 

What about the output? Labour is 
to-day producing something between one 
third and one-half of what it did in 1939. 


Why? There are reasons: The first is an 
excuse rather than.a reascn, and it is 
that we have lost round about half a 


million of our youngest, most energetic and 
best men in the industry, and are left with 
the older people who cannot work so fast 
as the younger ones did, and so you would 
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naturally expect a reduced output. This 
is one, but not the only, cause of reduced 
output. One of the things we can do is to 
endeavour to get back a higher spirit in 
the operative that he is serving the public 
and therefore must produce the article at 
the cheapest possible price and get better 
output. 

Equally important is the cost of build- 
ing materials. In taking a _ representa- 
tive list of materials I find that there exist 
substantial increases in costs of varying 
amounts in all cases. 

Having referred to the investigations of 
the Ministry of Works into the standard- 
isation of materials and equipment with a 
view to mass production and lower costs, 
Mr. Wallis put in a plea for greater co- 
operation in the industry and expressed 
the hope that before long we should get 
what was tantamount to a Confederation of 
the Building Industry, where everybody 
with an interest in building was co- 
operating. 

On the question of demobilisation, Mr. 
Wallis said : Mr. Bevin has said that for 
every man the building industry employs, 
four find employment outside the building 
industry as a direct result. But if Mr. 
Bevin can put 1,250,000 men in the build- 
ing industry he is going to put five million 
in another place. He will have six or 
seven million to find jobs for, and so is 
looking to us to build up to 14 million as 
soon as possible after the war. He has 
said : ‘‘ First in—first out.”” That is fair 
and reasonable, but you must look at it 
in this way. The men [I lost last were 
the men I was able to hang on to as long 
as I could because they were the men I 
could not afford to lose. The same thing 
has happened to you. Those men you last 
lost have been serving only six months, 
or perhaps a year. Other men in your 
employ have been away three years. I 
know you would like the “‘ first-in—first- 
out’ principle, but if you are going to get 
your industries going again, don’t you 
want those whom you held on to back 
first? That is the view which I have 
urged upon the Government. 
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NATIONAL JOINT COUNCIL 


“PAY AS YOU EARN "’ AND “ HOLI- 
DAYS WITH PAY.” 


Buitpers in the London area are to use 
the Clayton* ‘‘ Pay-as-you-Earn ”’ scheme. 
This was decided at a meeting of the 
London Regional Joint Committee of the 
National Joint Council for the Building 
Industry on Monday, held in the offices 
of the London Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion. 


At tae meeting Mr. H. B. Kerr, M.C., 
J.P., was elected Chairman of the Com- 
mittee for the year, and Mr. E. Grace 
Vice-Chairman. Mr. Kerr is a former presi- 
dent of the L.M.B.A.; Mr. Grace is Presi 
dent of the London Regional Council of 
the National Federation of Building 
Trades Operatives. Mr. W. J. Rudderham 
and Mr, V. T. Sulston were re-elected 
Joint Secretaries. 

The Committee decided on the amend- 
ments to be embodied in the revised 
Working Rule Agreement, to operate as 
from February 1, 1944, and te officers of 
the Committee were authorised to sign 
the revised agreement. 

After a full discussion of the Govern- 
ment’s ‘‘ Pay-as-you-Earn’’ scheme, the 
following resolution was adopted :— 

That the London Regional Joint Com- 
mittee agree : 

(1) That individual employers may use 
the Clayton modification of the ‘‘ Pay-as- 
you-Earn’”’ scheme if they so desire. 

(2) That the ‘‘ back time ’’ be increased 
to three days, commencing April 1, 
1944. 

(3) That upon payment of wages for 
the week commencing April 1, 1944, each 
craftsman and labourer be advanced 
35s. and 30s. respectively, repayable in 
weekly amounts of 2s. 6d. ’ 

(4) That as from the week commencing 
April 1, 1944, all wages be paid on 
Fridays. 

(5) That if the engagement is ter 
minated before the repayment of the 
loan the balance due shall be deducted 
by the employer. 

The Committee also decided that the 
week’s holiday for the building industry 
in the London area under the ‘‘ Holidays- 
with-Pay ’’ scheme, which becomes effec- 
tive this year for the first time, should be 
the week starting on Monday, July 10. 

The decisions on ‘‘ Pay as you Earn” 
ind ‘‘ Holidays wit Pay’’ are to be in- 
corporated in the Working Rule Agree- 
ment. 


Purchase Tax: Catalogues Decision. 

The following decision regarding the 
liability of certain articles to tax is pub- 
lished as supplementary to those already 
given in Notice No. 78C. Printed books, 


printed leaflets and other letterpress 
matter: Printed books, printed leaflets 
and other letterpress matter are not 


liable to Purchase Tax unless they are 
articles of Stationery such as those shown 
in the examples of chargeable articles on 
pages 2 and 3 of Notice No. 78C. 

Examples of non-chargeable articles 
are: Advertising leaflets, catalogues and 
price lists, appeals on behalf of charities, 
ete., company reports and accounts, if 
fully printed or containing merely inci- 
dental provision for insertion in manu- 
script or typewriting of e.g., the amount 
of a contribution to a charity, an applica- 
tion for membership, or an order for 
goods. 





*The scheme referred to, devised by Mr. J. 
Clayton, of Messrs. John Mowlem and Co., Ltd., 
has been accepted by thg Board of Inland 
Revenue. Details of the scheme were given in 
The Builder for November 26, 1943, and Janu- 
ary 21 last.—EbiTor. 
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NATIONAL ECONOMIC 
PLANNING 
THE NEED FOR OFFICIAL ACTION. 


A plea for the speedy preparation of 
national economic and industrial plan was 
made by ‘Mr. R. L. REISS, vice-chairman, 
Welwyn Garden City, in an address which 
he gave at a meeting of the Town and 
Country Planning Association held at the 
Abercorn Rooms, E.C., on February 9. 
Mr. G. L. Pepier, F.S.L, P.P.T.P.1., was 
in the chair. 

Without an economic plan, what, asked 
the speaker, would be the future of Glas. 
gow, Newcastle, Sunderland, Stockton, 
Liverpool, Birkenhead, South Wales and 
the mining areas? Obviously, decay and 
further migrations elsewhere, and further 
suburban spreads round the large towns 
in the south. ‘‘The Act of last year,’’ he 
proceeded, ‘‘ which set up a_ separate 
Ministry of Town and Country Planning 
imposed upon the Minister the duty of pre. 
paring a national plan. But is he to 
assume that the populations of the towns 
mentioned will continue to decline with 
even greater rapidity, or is national econo- 
mic policy going to direct light industry 
to those ‘areas, as has been hinted by the 
Pvesident of the Board of Trade? If the 
latter, then are such towns as Coventry. 
Luton and Slough to assume, as they are 
doing, that they are going to have rapid 
inc a of population ? ? Already Coventry 
is plarning for its population to increase 
from 220,000 to 350,000. Slough hopes to 
double. What about the outer suburbs of 
london? What is the future of the war 
time factories dispersed in the small towns 
and rural districts? 

An essential part of economic planning 
is agricultural production. Is agriculture 
to be allowed to fall back, as it did after 
the last war? If so, we shall have a diffi- 
culty in feeding ourselves, and towns will 
receive further migrations from the agri- 
cultural areas. The Ministry of Agvicul- 
ture have got a planning section fighting 
against the decentralisation of population. 
It is an open secret that the land utilisa- 
tion section of the Ministry of Agriculture 
opposes the recommendations of the Barlow 
Commission. 

‘ Presumably it is the duty of Lord Wool- 
ton, who now has a seat in the Cabinet, to 
co-ordinate the post-war plans of the 
Ministries of Agriculture, Health, Works, 
Kducation and of the Board of Trade and 
Treasury so that the Minister of Town and 
Country Planning may know on what as- 
sumptions he is to prepare the national 
plan. 

‘*Meanwhile the town planning and re- 
construction committees of local authorities 
are working in the dark. The Board 
of Education alone has given a clear indi- 
cation of its post-war requirements, in 
sizes of sites for schools. Until there is a 
cabinet decision on major economic policy 
it is impossible to forecast post-war dis- 
tribution of population, and to prepare local 
plans effectively. Unless the Minister of 
Town and Country Planning can get a 
decision on this soon he and his Ministry 
may as well pack up. 

‘It is now possible to point to the ex- 
ample of Russia even in the City of Lon 
don. The five-year plans of the U.S.S.R 
were not a series of detached plans for 
diffevent purposes. There was a plan com. 
prehensive both in subject matter and 
area. But fundamentally they were econo- 
mic industrial plans. ousing and Town 
Planning were determined by these econo 
mic plans. Hence to a large extent the 
great Russian military successes, despite 
the fact that between 1941 and the early 
part of last yea? so large a tract of their 
country was in enemy hands. 

“To sum up, Lord Woolton must get 
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Cabinet decisions on :—- (a) Policy for the 
staple trades, and particularly the heavy 
industries and cotton. (b) Agricultural 
policy. (c) Control over the location of 
the light industries. Then the Minister of 
Town and Country Planning must let 
local authorities know for what they are 


to plan. Otherwise the end of the war 


will again find us unprepared.” 


LIGHT ALLOYS FOR 
BUILDING 

In a paper on ‘‘ Light Alloys in Post- 
War Britain,’* given at the Royal Society 
of Arts on February 2, Mr. E. C. Gorps- 
wortHy forecast the switch-over from 
aircraft to housing and a much wider use 
of aluminium alloys both in building con- 
struction and in transportation after the 
war. | 

Light alloys in’ building, said the 
speaker, had so far been confined to roof 
glazing bars, windows, doors, shop fronts, 
lifts and escalators, grilles and decorative 
work, but they were to make a much more 
substantial contribution to the post-war 
building programme. In particular, he 
cited roof structures and partitions, school 
and hospital furnishings, kitchen and bath- 
room units, and in fact wherever light- 
weight, corrosion-resistance, good appear- 
ance, ease of cleaning and freedom from 
warping was required. 

Anodising (the process of dyeing a 
colour into the metal), indicated a much 
wider field for aluminium in the kitchen 
than its limited use for pots and pans. 
For instance, electric stoves, refrigerators 
and cupboards of anodised aluminium 
offered interesting possibilities; further, 
the post-war price of light alloys would be 
at least 25 per cent. cheaper than in 1939. 
both the production cost of the virgin 
metal and its fabrication cost having 
benefited considerably from the war-time 
expansion of the industry. 


Aluminium Alloys: Instructional Films. 
The Wrought Light Alloys Develop- 
ment Association has recently obtained 
from the United States copies of three 
instructional films showing current 
American practice in the machining. 
riveting and welding of the aluminium 
alloys. The Association is prepared to 
lend these films, which have been speci- 
ally prepared for the guidance of tech- 
nicians and operatives in the light alloy 
industry, to inierested industrial and 
educational organisations. Applications 
for the loan of the films should be made 
to the Association at Union Chambers, 
63, Temple-row, Birmingham 2. A mem- 


ber of the Association’s staff will be in 
atteridance at the showing of the films 
to answer any questions. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Brickmakers’ Wages. 

Mr. ELuis SMITH asked the Minister of 
Labour if he could state the average 
wages of men employed in brick making 
now and in 1939; what recent negotia 
tions had taken place between the 
employers and the trade unions over 
wages and with what results; and was he 
aware of the dissatisfaction that prevails 
among the men. 

Mr. Bevin said that separate figures 
for brick making were not available. The 
average weekly earnings for all classes 
of men employed in the manufacture of 
building bricks, roofing and _ flooring 
tiles, chimney pots, etc., in the first week 
of July, 1943, were 99s., the average hours 
of work being 52. The corresponding 
figures for October, 1938, the latest pre- 
war date for which figures were available, 
were 61s. 8d. and 50.3 hours. <A dispute 
between employers and workpeople in 
the brickmaking industry on a claim for 
increased wages was reported to him last 
month. This was referred for settlement 
to the National Arbitration Tribunai, 
who were hearing the case at an early 
date. 


Calling-up of Men. 

Mr. HepwortH asked the Minister of 
Labour if he would expedite the erection 
of houses for immediate post-war occupa- 
tion, and, as during 1925 to 1939 in 
England and Wales there were erected 
2,335,600 dwellings without State assist- 
ance by private builders as compared 
with 942,107 by local authorities, would he 
arrange to enable private builders, par 
ticularly the smaller firms, to operate 
speedily in the immediate construction 
of dwelling-houses; and, to this end, 
would he cease calling up the principal 
und employees of one-man businesses in 
this industry. 

Mr. Bevin said that the first and 
second parts of the question were matters 
for the Minister of Health. For some 
months past he had not been calling up 
for the Forces principals of one-man 
businesses in the building industry an¢ 
cases of transfer to other work had been 
quite exceptional. He was not clear what 
was Meant by employees of one-man 
businesses, but what he had said would 
apply generally if there was only one 
worker concerned, whether as employer 
or employee. 

Srk GEOFFREY SHAKESPEARE asked the 
Minister of Health whether he would con- 
sult the Minister of Supply and other 
Ministers concerned with a view to 
releasing from industry the hundreds of 
thousands of building operatives engaged 
ou war work as soon as the state of the 
war made a contraction of war production 
possible. 

Mr. WILLINK said that this was a matter 
which the Gover snent had very much in 
niind, 

Sir G. SHAKESPEARE: Is it not a fact that 
a high proportion of the workers in the 
building trades union were ordered to 
go into other industries and that that 
will be a favourable factor? 

Mr. WILLINK: That is certainly so and 
it is very much in mind. 


Building Sites. 

Mr. Turton asked the Minister of 
Health whether local authorities in rural 
areas would be encouraged to prepare 
building sites this summer in anticipa- 
tion of the Government’s reconstruction 
programme. 

Mr. WILLINK said they would. He 
hoped shortly to send a circular to local 
authorities explaining the details of the 
arrangements which were being made for 
the preparation of sites. 


Requisitioned Houses in London. 

In reply to Mr. SORENSEN, Mk. 
WILLINK said that 2,172 houses had been 
requisitioned in the London Civil Defence 
Region and oceupied by families other 
than those made homeless by enemy 
action, and a further 203 houses had 
been requisitioned but were not yet 
occupied. 
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Tt Plus 2d. per working day. 


} Plasterers 2/14. 


{ Tradesmen’s Labourers, 1/7}. 


§ Joiners, Plumbers, Bricklayers, Tilers and Masons receive 2/- per week or 4d. per day Tool Money. 
Nors,—Carpeniers, Joiners and Plumbers in all Towns and Districts (other than Birkenhead and Liverpool) receive 2d. per day Tool Allowance. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland, see page 147i 


Navvies and General Labourers, 1/63. 
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PRICES. CURRENT OF MATERIALS’ 


NOTE.—These prices'apply to large quantities of-materials at works at London s 
for smaller quantities ex merchant’s warehouse will of course be higher. Owing 
the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. The p 


BRICKS, &c. £3. d. 
Pisst Hard Stocks ..cccccsccecrsrccceve 416 0 
Second Hard Stocks ....... CTT T ES Ts 490 
_. ) | en a ee 316 0 
Single Rough Stocks ........---+--+0+: 310 0 
CORO TOOCES vice scvsdcdicvcosccrsces 3 0 6 


All loaded free into lorry at the works, The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 
obtained from job to job. In addition, there will be 
the Levy under the Bricks (Charges) Order, 1942, of 





3s. per 1,000. King’s To sites 
Cross in W.C. 

2% in. Phorpres. Station District 
A discount of 6d. 1,000 only _ per 1,000 per 1,000 
monthly account. SMe ¢ 

54:9  @& 3 

9 +s 3 

9:38 3 

> rp. 3 

3 eB. 3 

£0 ¢ 
4 00 
112 0 
12 2 0 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) ......-..- 10 9 6 
Best Stourbridge Fire Brick (London Stns.) = ‘ 
s. d. s. d. 
2h in. ...05210 0 O Sim. | i av-nsee-- 00 


10 0 O 3in. 12 0 

Gtazep Bricks (London Stns.). Add 124% to Prices. 

Best White Ivory D’ble Str’tch’rs ....38 10 0 

and Salt Glazed D’ble Headers .. 35 10 0 

Stretcher ....30 0 0 Oneside&twoends 39 10 0 
Headers........ 29 10 0 Two sides&one end 40 10 0 
Quoins, Bullnose Splays and 

and 44in.Flats 36 10 0 ‘Bquints sh ii he's. 38 00 
Second Quality, £2 per 1, less than best. Cream 
and buff, £2 extra over white. Other colours, Hard 
Glaze, £5 10s. extra over white. 
ecw Levy on Bricks, 3/— per 1,000 except Glazed 
Bricks. 


PARTITION SLABS. 


Delivered on site London Area. 
“* PHORPRES ” ware PARTITION BLOCKS. 
8. Gd. s. 
2 8 3’ peryd.sup. .. 3 6 
211 4 ” AE foie ha 3 10 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 
111 3’ peryd. sup. .. 2 
2:s: rss SLPS hati 


CRANHAM TERRA COTTA. 


Size 12 x9 x 2” per yd. super ........--+--+-- 2 8 
Size 12x9x 23” ,, say sapeveiwiieo DRAMA baos =: 2 il 
Size 12x9x3” ,, in 0,0, 0:4;0,0:0,010 CRN Odae Ae 3 6 
Size 12x9x4” ,, ad!” knee RIS ap 3 10 


HempsTeAD—KeveD Two SIDES. 
1259S Dee 2 8°12? 290 33" 
12° x Brg DAF 2 Ie no 3 10 

Per yard super d/d. Free on site, London. 
Plus 2d. for smooth one side, and 4d. for smooth 
both sides. 
o 


‘ sf STONE. 

Bata STONE.—Delivered in railway trucks at s. d. 
Westbourne Park, Paddington,G.W.R., or 
South Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. cube .... Ss. 3 


Beer STONE—RANDOM BLOCK— 
Free on rail at Seaton Station per ft. cube 
Delivered free on rail Nine Elms, tale 1} 
Selected approximate size one way, Id. per 
cubic ft. extra, selected approximately 
three sizes or for special work, 3d. per 
cubic ft. extra. 


PORTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, S. Rly., South Lambeth 
Station, G.W.R., and Westbourne Park, 


wn 
w 


Paddington, G.W.R. .... per ft. cube 4 7 
Do. do. delivered on road waggons as above 
StatiONS ......ccceeuesvees perft.cub. 4 7 


White basebed, 3d. per ft. cube extra. 
Nore.—Id. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and 4d. beyond 30 ft. 


Hopton-Woop STONE— ; 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire, s. 
Random blocks from 10ft. and over P.ft.cb. 13 
Sdwn two Sides ......-.-2---eeereceeres 26 
Sawn three or four sides........-----++- 31 
York STONE, BLUE—Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
30 ft. super) .....---- -++ per ft. super 
6 in rubbed two sides, ditto g 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 
dom sizes) ....----- sees 
2 in. to 2} in. sawn one side slabs 
(random sizes) (paving) % 
14 in. to 2im. ditto ......-.-- ia 


Harp YorRK— . 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
Scrappled random blocks .. per ft. cube 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 

40 ft. super) ......-- oo0s Pr ft. super 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto - 
4 in. sawn two sides slabs (random 
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3 in. dit 
2 in. self-faced random flags. . per yd. super 





CAST STONE. 


Delivered in London area in full van loads, per ft. 
cube : Plain, 7s. 6d. Moulded, 8s. 6d. 


Small section cills and copings, IIs, 
SAND. 
Thames Ballast ...... Ils. 6d. per yd. 
of =e 160, Od: 1. vi delivered 
5 | Sepgtegeriak 12s. Od. ,, 5 2 miles 
Washed Sand........ Tae, OMei wo: be radius 
in. Shingle ..... rice: Se ~ Paes Padding- 
in. Broken Brick Iée. Oh. » # ton. 
Pan Breeze... .. 2.0. 10s. Od. ., 
CEMENT. 


_ Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 

tion, delivered London area. £ 8. 

6 ton loads and upwards site .. 

B to Gtomb BEBE, . PUES 50- bob ee ese 

Alongside Vauxhall in 80-ton lots ........ 2 

“ Ferrocrete ” Rapid Hardening Cement— 

6 ton loads and upwards site .. Ame 

1 to 6 tons site ....... YOu). .sV aa 

Alongside Vauxhall in 80-ton lots ........ 

“ Aquacrete ’’ Water Repellent, “ Blue Circle” 
cement, 30s. per ton on ordinary ‘* Blue 
Circle” prices. 

“ Colorcrete ” Nos.1 and 2. Coloured rapid 
Hardening Portland Cement in6ton lots 411 0 

“ Colorcrete ” not rapid hardening, accord- 
to colour, from £7 to £15 10s. per ton. 

“ Snowcrete ” White Portland Cement (in 
free paper bags) ............- oserel 4.3.9 

Under one ton .. it ob 

“417” Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) 
Delivered Site London Area in 6 tons lots 
and upwards ...... CAvoend ss hosidedeger 3.18. Bi 
Plus packages at current prices. 

Super Cement (Waterproof), bags extra.4 1 0 
Nore.—Jute sacks charged at 35s. 6d. nett per ton 

(20 sacks) for quantities of or exceeding one ton. 
Less than one ton Is. 94d. nett each. 

Credit 1s. 6d. nett each when returned in good con- 
dition within ——— ‘ 


s. d. £ s. 
Roman Cement 8 10 0 Keene’sCement,White 70 0 
Parian Cement 7 0 0 . a Pink 6 10 0 
Cementone Colours for cement according to tints, per 
cwt. from £3 5s. Od. 


SLATES. 


First quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, 
carriage paid in full truck loads to London sae eer 


.. per ton 2 11 
2 






aco aco 





Per 1,000 actual £ s. d. sé: 
24by12 .... 45 5 0 18by10 .... 2440 0 
22 by 12... SPSS 1Sty9 .....' BA2.6 
22by ll .... 34 2 6 16 by 10 21 10 O 
Mbyi2 .... 33 @-O l6by8...%.. 16 12 6 
DW boy il .s03' -80--5:A 





Having Secured 
the Contract— 
what about the 
Steel Scaffolding ? 
TUBULAR 






SCAFFOLDING 


For the lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 


Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 











tations, or site, in Londom-area as stated. Prices 
to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at 
rices of soft woods are for cash on delivery. 


PLASTER. 
C4. 8 £s. d. 

Coarse, Pink..:. 4 2 6 Sirapite, Coarse 4 8 6 

»  White.. 410 0 ba Finish4 14 6 
PIONS 0 .5:0:05:0 59 re Ene 
Above prices for 4-ton loads and over London Area. 
Best Ground Blue Grey Stone Line 1 0 

Lias Lime .. 3 7 6 Chalk Lime.... 10 
Gentile Sippings 115 0 Hair percwt. .. 3 15 0 
Note.—Sacks are charged 1s. 9d. each, and credited 

1s. 6d. if returned in good condition within three 

months, carriage paid. 

Stourbridge Fireclay in paper bags, £2 12s. 6d. 
6-ton lots at railway depot. 


a 


TILES. 

Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 

of not less than 6 toms ..........-.+.-. Per 1,000 

f.o.r. London 

Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or 

Staffordshire district ............+++- £518 0 

Ditto hand-made ditto ............ 7 2 0 
Ornamental, ditto ..criccieccccccccccece 7 8 6 
Hip and valley tiles—Hand-made ...... 14 6 

(per dozen) —Machine-made .... 13 10 

HARD WOOD. 
1 INCH AND UP THICK. 
Average price for prime quality Foot “gt 
"a. s. d. 

Dry English Wainscot Billets .... 16 0 to 018 0 
Dry Slavonian Billet Wainscot .. 17 0 to 1 0 O 
Dry Cuba Mahogany logs ...... 21 0 to 1 40 
Square-edged Honduras Mahogany ........ 016 6 
Log Cut Honduras Mahogany ..........-. 017 6 
American Figured Oak ...........ssce00e 013 0 
pe ee rica 012 6 
JOE, ee ORK | occa ccdccsvcccccsccsene 013 0 
JOG, PMMA MOK: 6 ob cin cdetccctvcvcsvvestiy 012 6 
NOG pis as «tho bon ik Sea eer rs 015 6 
American Whitewood ..........sese+0- ove, O82" 6 
African Whitewood ......... evececee svete Oe O 
REED WOMROGENY © on esc cccccwvccvcccceve 011 0 
Fe OPO Be ee eee ee oe oO 19% 0 
Australian Silky Oak ............000eeeee 012 6 
Best Seog gute «oo coccscccccvvees percwt.5 0 O 
Br 6 ae ee ee per gallon | 2 0 


SOFT WOOD. 
MERCHANTABLE BRITISH COLUMBIAN PINE. 


Minimum. Maximum. 


Scantlings in imported sizes d. 


o°«'*é | oe i 
2in. by 3in. to4in. byilin. 47 0 0 58 32 
PLANED BOARDS. 
Prime CLEAR BRITISH COLUMBIAN PINE. 
Per standard. 
s. 


1 in. by 11 in 
1 in. by 9 in. 


1 in. plain edge flooring ........... 
1} in. ditto 
1 in. tongued and grooved eke 
PS ae ee Se CA eer ee 





PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
Prliverss & London, 


S.D. Biscocks CrutcH Heap, FOR [RON 
in. 


in. 
3/- 51/— per doz. 
Toitet Pip Cocks For IRON. 
+ in. in. 
72/- per doz. 


60/- 
S.D. stop Cocks For IRON, 
Zin. Zin. Lin. Ifin. 1}in. 2 in. 
33/- 48/- 86/— 209/— 281/— 456/— per doz. 
S.D.S. Cocks wiTH Two UNIONS FOR LEAD. 
sin. Zin. Lin. 14 in. 14 in. 2 in. 
45/- 77/6 123/- 240/— 372/— 624/- per doz. 
Dousie N' ILER SCREWS. 
4in. Zin. Lin. 1} in. 1 in. 2 in. 
5/6 6/8 Ii1l/- /- /- 56/- per doz. 
HEAVY CROYDON BALL VALVES. 


tin. Zin. Lin. 14in. 1h in. 
72/- 115/- 144/— 288/— 384/-— per doz. 
CAPS AND SCREWS. 
It in. 14in. 2’n. 3 in...34 in. 4 in. 
14/— 18/6 25/9 45/3 64/9 71/6 per doz. 
Brass SLEEVES. 


lh in. 2in. Zin. 34in. 4 in. 
10/9 13/6 25/—- 37/- 46/-—per'doz. 
LEAD TRAPS WITH BRASS CLEANING SCREWS. 
146 Ibs, 14 x 6 lbs. 2 x 7 Ibs. 3 x 7 Ibs. 

Lead P. 26/- 34/- 55/- 92/— per doz. 
Lead S. 34/- 41/- 67/- _115/-perdoz. 

SoLpER.—Plumbers’, 1/6. Tinmen’s, 1/11. Blow pipe 
2/3 per Ib. 





* The information a on this page has been 
specially compiled for THE BUILDER, and is copyright. 
The aim in this list is to give, as far as poate, the 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the hi 

or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect 
prices—a fact which should be remembered by those 
who make use of this information. Prices are subject 
to 24 per cent. cash discount. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 


See Note at top of preceding page. 
METALS. 

Joists, GirDERS, &., to LONDON STATION PER TON— 
R.S. Joists, cut and fitted ............ £24 0 
Plain Compound SAIINIR isa visies «cau 5 2610 0 

Stanchions .......... 2990 0 
In Roof Work< 65. «3275 be fcrieie aes 35 0 0 


Nore.—These prices are for pana Pieces and not 
special pieces of an awkward natu 
EEL ROUNDS.—To Tenn Stations, per 





See cy 
WROUGHT TUBES AND FIITINGs. 
Deliveries from works. 
Deliveries from London stock foster 24% gross. 
te 


Tubes. 

+16" ye “ig/an gf 2F/ 6" 
Light weight ...... Sit . a3 i an 
Galv. lightweight |. 30 = 30 
Galv. hea 20 20 


30 

Tubes and tubulars sizes Pore inclusive, ope extra 
of 5% less gross. 

Fittings. oF ies. 25/34 5% less gross discount. 

Terms.—Nett cash end of month following date of 
invoice. Carriage paid on lots of £10 nett value and 
over. 

C.L HALF-ROUND Gurrers—London Prices 

lengths. 


Works, per yd. in 6 ft. b 
Gutters. Nozzles. 4 


“ag 





Sie .teck th. 8528 1/5 1/2: 
Sin... sien rene ae ae 
4 ms évetdeetcoekdebdes Lee ie : 4 
SWiriadl:.)..t.. eee Banie/el See 
O.C. GuTrTers. 
1/103. 1/74 5d. 
2/14 1/7. at d. 
2/14 7 
2/23 Wty 8 
2/82 1 
N WATER he 
Pi Ftp Branches. 
2/23 «1/3822 
2/34 1 2/74 
pi 2/1 3/2 
3/2 2/ 3/7% 
3/8 3/ 4/5 
NETT PRICES. 


Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 
L.C.C. Coatrp Som Pires—Lond gh ys tock. 





Per yd. in 6 fts. 
8 apt ip. heey Pome 2/74 3/2 
2h IM. ccrccceecceees ee 2/10 3/114 
Ti seeeae /2 4/ 
Shia. ....06 3/14 5/5 
OIE C sancckes (uecas cal /5 6/3 
L.C.C. COATED DRAIN PIPE. 
cwt. ry Ibs .. Bends. Branches. 
in 9 fis: 
3in, 20 7/3 11/6 
4 in. 1 8/2 14/5 
5 in. 1 14/9 22/3 
6 in. 2 17/0 29/8 
Gaskin, 75/- per cwt. 
Per ton basis 
in London. 
a ¢€ 
ar? —Staffordshire Crown, Merchant ie 
ARNE Lin eis nic 3:d § clon hE Abie bin'bS 00 diate 
lene. a Marked Bars ...... 7 
Mild Steel Bars. ....2. DUAR «2. cecese 1915 0 
Mild Steel Hoops » HM sig oobi oe el aes 21 10 0 


Ex Merchant’s Stock, 
i ton (two-ton lots). 
Soft Steel Sans, | C.R. and C.A 









20 gauge 2417 6 
+ — S ¢ 
one THPTEN g Sheets, 6 me to 9 sa — 
20 gauge 0 
24 gauge 0 
26 gauge 0 
Galvanised Flat Sheets, C.R. and C. 
MEE 6 entity ss Cn cmatren mek as.« > + 28 10 0 
pe A Aa Ed Le Re 29 0 
PE GRUGD occa edt MA RUC ccc ccees 309 5 0 
Per ton 
£s. d 
Cut Nails, 3in. and up ...............- 28 10 0 
. ALL Nett. 
MeTrAL Winpows.—Standard sizes, suitable for 
complete houses, including all fittings, painting two 


coats, and delivery to job, average price about 2s. 4d. 
to 2s. 7d. per foot super. 


PAINTS, &c. £ s.d. 

poe Siseeed $ Oil (5 » y . per gallon 0 63 
seed Oil (5 gal 067 

Gensine ig Ete White Lead, 4st 9 
Genuine White Lead Paint,’ feet tins s fee, See 
Genuine Red Lead ............ Aj 218 6 
Linseed Oil Putty (Kegs extra) .. hy | a ae 
XD quality. .... 6.2.5... 049 


Size, 
Turpentine substitute can be obtained and prices 
wary according to quality from 3/8 gallon upwards. 





THE BUILDER 


147 


BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scuttish N.J.C. from February 1. Every 
endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 
















































Grade Classification A Al A2 A3 B Bi 
Craftsmen ........ 2/04 2/0 1/114 1/11 1/104 Mie 
Labourers ........ 1/7 1 /63 1 /64 1/6 1/54 — 
Aberdeen ........ A Dumfriesshire -A2 Inverness e Perthshire .......- 
Ayrshire .......... A SE. «> «hap ene A | Inverurie Peterhead ....... “AT 
Bagh nc ><+3s .B Dunoon ........+. Kincardineshire Renfrewshire paar A 
Berwickshire . -A2 East Fife... . 00+ Kinross-shire othesay ....+++++- 
Bridge of Allan ....A East Lothian Lanarkshire Roxburghshire ....A2 
Broughty Ferry ....A Edinburgh Midlothian t. Andrews ..... ~ 
Clackmannanshire. .A Fifeshire ........ Monifieth es somal aa bebe ‘A2 
Deune?s.. se. A Forfarshire ........ Mesay ead Nexe 3 Stirlingshire .....-A 
Dunblane ........ A CIE cas tne eae Newport .......... A Stornoway. .....- a2 
Dumbartonshire ..A Greenock .,....... Peeblesshire ...... mY Tayport ....... tea a 
Dumfries ........ Al re eee, eee est Lothian ......A 
*This town has its own rates : Masons, 1/94; Carpenters, 1/94 ; Slaters, yi pr eas 1/10; Plasterers, 1/104 
1/11 is paid owing to the scarcity at present ; my vm and Labourers, 1/5. 
The information given in this table is copyright. Rates of wages in Englan Wales are given on page 145 
VARNISHES, &c. 
rea.| THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
Oaks Varmight « Seisid }.< tic} s eciesint Outside 016 0 
SEE al aarp ater a 018 0 NEW BUILDINGS 
|) AS RE BAe &. 100 
ee eee es ib 120 CARLUKE.—Plans in hand for reconstruction 
Pale Carriage ............ é 1 6-0| and additions to houses, for which the archi- 
be GO io csciccccenence . 114 9] tect is John Shirland, 16, Market-st., Carluke. 
Floor Varnish ...........+..+- Inside’ 1 0 O| FALKIRK.—Plans in hand for miners’ hostel, 
Fine Pale iy. eee thn 9 sos ” ; : > for ween, the architect is William Gibson, 
ine Copal Mt... sseeeeee Pm Municipal-bldgs, 
Fine Copal Flatting.........--- » 1 2 8) as aggow,—Plans in hand for four houses 
Fine Hard ing Oak |... ...: - 1 1.6] at Curtis-av., for which the architects are 
Fine Copal Varnish............ is 1 2 6| MacTaggart ‘& Michael, 63-65, Bath-st., Glas- 
Pale is Si. ha a kseakbe ds a 114 0} gow.—Plans in hand for alterations and addi- 
Best RE Te tnessccuncass a 1 4 6] tions, for which the architects are Wylie, 
Best Bee cok ae Mime 2b * 114 6] Shanks & Wylie, 204, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 
Best Bi 012 0 
ib el atin ee Sie ataiiied PERTH.—Corporation to carry out altera- 
Oak and Mahogany Stain (water)........ ; ‘ 8 tions and extensions at City Hospital. 
Bevin Bick 0102001 016 0 e 2 
ee OEP PE ETE 017 0 
French ae Brush Polish... 050+ siepe000 014 0 tas is esti le 
Liquid Dryers in Terebene .........--.-- 011 0| British Standards’ Publications. 
The following B.S.I. publications are 
LEAD, &c. per ton. | sued : B.S. 1143, for speek Salt Glased- 
er ton.| Ware Pipes, 2s. ‘net; Glossary of ‘lerms 
uf ingen | wt 4 Ib. and up & 5 o| used in Telecommunication, B.S. 1943, 
Pipe in coils ..........-...--.+...... 38 10 0| Price 3s. 6d., post free, from 28, Victoria- 
2 eg RRS Bee es Pd a SE 42 10 0} sireet, S.W. 1. 
COMBS DING vvade Hib cid ewedrbesbs eo 4710 0 
Nore.—Country delivery, 20/- per ton extra, lots 
under 3 cwt. 4/- per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 
— b a 2/6 per cwt. extra. Cut to sizes, 4/- per GLASS. 
old le ig SHEET GLASS, ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY 
at —_ eammgog: a pels 0 0. CUT SIZES. 
Per ft. super. 
d. 
TRO, binncesutnakvaeie ae hennenetaaeenscks 3g 
24 on Clear or “R™” quality. ......ccccccccees 5 
BOE oc cc ccc ccpeccccéocsuscaprececbuevessos 6k 
" TBO ADT Li abs ceceh oped «seu alishicn 8 
The of ENGLISH ROLLED. PLATE AND FIGURED 
’ CATHEDRA & IZES. 
Hall-Mar k Craf ismanship Over 500 ft. super of all kinds. Per ft. 
Rolled plate, $i. 2.2.2 cece cece ccc ccesesed 64d. 
Rough cast double rolled, f in........... washes Tid. 
Rough cast — sobbed; 3 00s: 33. «5d edsigiwewses 7 
Figured rolled, and Cathedral, ee 
Figured rolled and Cathedral, tinted .......... 
@€c L ps TT a all, deal RM ot PR Ne iF AR 
ee or Broad been Cross Reeded and ere 
led, + in: thick ....cscccccsccccceccee 
Rolled plate is the same price as rough cas: double 
rolled. 
Per ft. 
s. d. 
Wire Rolled, 3 in. thick ...........s.e0000+- 0 9% 
ot 4 in. thick ....... hb Qesaiehe ve eee 0 % 
Georgian ined sams sein thes ddbsubeinad othe 0 10 
ela *Calgeen Sheet, 298. -»0 radnee en dwaecsinn : . 
” Cast in thick. 22. 0 9% 
2 . é i} in. thi 516 
” ” 2 in. os i * 7 . 1 2 
tnacws Non Actinic Glass, + in. thick 10 9 
Saeed ei cabin ¥ jee Stes ‘af 
oa = “ din. thick . Mae gh 
t é “VITA” GLASS. Per ft. 
“ Vita ” Plate Glass, about s'; in. thick— s. d. 
To Ms ft. a  giscccerecetubesevededses $ @ 
, ° 1. Gee boi i adadbicedededs 76 
i r¢ 4 “Vita” ‘Sheet Glass, about 18/200z. ....... 3 3e® 
Uu Ll Uu 6 é Cathedral “ Vita” Glass : 
$ in a eee Nea Ei Ae Sg TEE SEM Hapa 3 4 
in. Getieghin Wired “ Vita” Giass 1122121. 3 6 
aseme at bes ogee 2% 
P.B. wor A x 44 in. sob On i ..es ; + tos nets 
: .B. in. x 53 in. x Semdle 
AYGEE LTD ° Metal Window Manufacturers | pp 3—7. in. x7 in. X in. oe 3 6 Be 
and Light Steel Constructional Engineers P.B. 32—72 in. x 72 in, x3¢ in. .... ¢ a 
Corner Bricks to match with— 
100 WESTMINSTER BRIDGE ROAD, SE1 | pB Zecv.cccreseseeeseesens nA Geach net 
Telephone: Waterloo 6314 (6 lines) BR Foss Midi vescada sit. (SB ‘> 
PBs 32 phitwees Opicucvowese vepveees:: Oe » 
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OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 
Kiln Drying. 


The Control of Timber (No. 30) (Kiln- 
Drying) Order, 1944, was sanctioned by 
the Minister of Supply on January 29. 
The maximum charges provided by the 
Order contemplate unhurried kiln-drying 
with a minimum degrade of the material, 
To promote such results and to assist 
kiln driers, the following arrangements, 
not referred to in the Order, have been 
made by the Forest Products Research 
Laboratory and Timber Control. It is 
hoped that full advantage will be taken 
of the assistance offered, 


(1) Any kiln operator .may apply. to 
attend a training course on kiln opera- 
tion at the Laboratory at Princes 
Risborough. ~ 

(2) The Laboratory will advise any kiln 
owner or operator on kiln problems and 
drying schedules, at the Laboratory by 
appointment, or by correspondence, 

(3) A limited number of members of 
the Women’s Timber Corps may be avail- 
able for training as kiln operators, Kiln 
owners in need of suitable staff‘can apply 
for details, 

(4) Specialist Officers of the Laboratory 
are touring the country to visit and 
advise all Kiln owners and operators at 
their own kilns, 

(5) Treasury assistance is available in 
suitable cases for the modernisation ot 
inefficient kilns, and in such cases ali 
necessary sanctions, certificates for mate- 
rials, etc., are obtained for the applicants 
by Timber Control. 

All matters relative to kiln-drying or 
timber-drying kilns should be addressed 
to the Timber Control Department, 
Branch 111/6, Clifton Down Hotel, 
Bristol, 8, with the exception of inquiries 
concerning items (1) and (2) above, which 
should be addressed direct to the Forest 
Products Research Laboratory, Princes 
Risborough, Bucks. 


Conservation of Woodwork Industry. 


The Minister of Supply has announced 
that the Director of Woodworking has 
drawn up a scheme to ensure that suffi- 
cient capacity is conserved in the Wood- 
working Industry to meet the require- 
ments of the Supply Ministries and other 
Government Departments and for essen- 
tial civilian needs (e.g., food packaging) 
and that these requirements are met with 
the greatest.economy of labour, plant and 
premises. To achieve this the Director is 
preparing a list of firms which will be 
recommended for the placing of Govern- 
ment contracts and important sub-con- 
tracts and for essential civilian needs. 
The Director, in consultation with the 
Government Departments directly or in- 
directly concerned, will arrange, as far as 
possible, for the provision of suitable 
safeguards for the labour, plant and 
premises of these firms. 

There will be no objection to firms not 
on the list. accepting. Government sub- 
contracts which they can undertake with 
the méans at their disposal; but contrac- 
tors wishing to place sub-contracts with 
such firms shou!d realise that there can 
be no guarantee that the labour, plant or 
premises of firms not on the list ‘will not 
be diverted to other essential ‘purposes. 
The Director will not be able to support 
appeals from firms not on the list, for 
the. retention of their labour, plant or 
premises if they are required for other 
essential purposes. 

The list of approved firms will not be 
published; but any firm Gan discover 
whether itis om the .list by, asking, the 
Director .. af | Woodworking, Portland 
House, Tothill Street, . Westminster, 
London, «S.W.1... .Any main contractor 
who wishes: to-place a sub-contract with 
a particular ; woodworking firm ~ can 


similarly, ‘ascertain’ from the ‘Director 
whether that firm is on the list. 

The foregoing: arrangements. will - not 
apply to the following classes of under- 


THE BUILDER 


takings, for which other! arrangements 
are in existence :— 

(a) Firms designated by the Board of 
Trade for the manufacture of utility 
furniture. ; 

{b) Shops producing woodwork ancil- 
lary to the main production of the firm 
(e.g., in the case of shipbuilders, 
builders and contractors, engineering 
firms, etc.). 

(c) Sawmills engaged wholly in the 
»sroduction of the raw material, 

he scheme will take effect on April 1, 

1944, and inquiries of the Directorate 
should not be made before that date. 


PORTSMOUTH MASTER 
BUILDERS 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 


Tue annual general meeting of the 
Portsmouth and District Master Builders’ 
and Building Trades Association was held 
in Portsmouth on Wednesday, February 2. 
The following officers for 1944 were ap- 
pointed’: President, J. A. Lay; Senior 
Vice-President, V. E. Elliott; Junior 
Vice-President, H. J. Hankins; Hon. Trea- 
surer, B. A. Sprigings; Joint Secretaries, 
W...T. Walter and J. B. Wells. 

The meeting was followed by a luncheon. 
The guests included the Lord Mayor of 
Portsmouth, Sir Dennis Daley. A toast to 
the Lord Mayor and Corporation was pro- 
posed by Mr. C. B. Sprigings, and in 
reply the Lord Mayor thanked the Asso- 
ciation for their assistance in rallying to 
his call to undertake the repair of war 
damage. He said. that when the recon- 
struction of the city took place, and the 
plans were well advanced, his Corporation 
was determined to see that it was done by 
the local building industry. 

Mr. Parkin, the City Engineer, proposed 
the toast of ‘‘ The Association,’ and Mr. 
John Lay, the President, responding, said 
how much the Association appreciated the 
good will expressed by: the Lord Mayor and 
the City Engineer. He stressed the need 
for unity if the industry was to play its 
proper part in the reconstruction of the 
city. 

The toast of ‘‘The Visitors ’’ was pro- 
posed by Mr. Elliott, and replied to by 
Mr. Drowley, M.1.0.B. 

A presentation to the immediate Past 
President was made in recognition of his 
splendid work for the Association during 
the preceding year. 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


The Editor welcomes authentic information for this 

section from architects, surveyors or contractors. 

Items should reach 4, Catherine-street,’ Aldwych, 
W.C.2) not later than Tuesday morning. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of par-graphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t+) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


FEBRUARY 21. 
Bournemouth T.C.—For construction in brick. 
concrete and steel of protected dormitories and 
other works at three rescue depots. B.H/ and 


Architect. 
FEBRUARY 22. 
Ashburton U.D.C.—Erection of prefabritate:? 
hut and two-bay appliance room. W. Labdon, € 


FEBRUARY 23. 

Dublin Commissioners of Public Works.— 
Alterations to.main warehouse and remodelling 
as factory building at Post Office Factory, St. 
John’s-rd. Office of Public Works. , aan 

Portadown U.D.C.—Erection of 3 static water 
tanks. Town 8. : 

Tiickhill U.D.C.—Erection of public con- 
veniences. J. Haslam, S., Worksop. — 

Wakefield 1.C.—For trades of bricklayer, 
carpenter and joiner, plumber and glazier and 
painter for proposed store. 8. G. Wardley. 
City E. and Architect. 


FEBRUARY 25. 4 

Felixstowe U.D.C.—Permanent repair of one 

block of 8 houses. R. J, and J. R. Gifling, 
Felix-chbrs., Hamilton-rd. 

Gillingham T.C.—Repairs at lla, Nelson-rd- 
B.E. and 8. - Dep. £1 Is. 


7 FEBRUARY 26. 

Gillingham T.C.—Erection of concrete surface 
type school shelters at various sites. Be SS 
Dobson, M.Inst.M.&Cy.E., B.E. Dep. £1 1s. 

Merioneth 6C.C.—Erection of additional 
offices at County Offices, Dolgelley. County 
Architect, County Offices, Dolgelley. 


FEBRUARY 29. ‘ ‘ 
Dublin Board of Guardians.—Erection of dis- 
pensary at Rathfarnham. J, W._O’Sullivan, 
104, Grafton-st., Dublin. Dep. £5 5s, 
Plymouth T.C.—Erection of nurses’ home at 
Didworthy Sanatorium. City Architect, Comp- 
ton Park House, Tavistock-rd., Plymouth. 


MARCH 1. : 
*Chelsea T.C.—Repair and adaptation to 
various premises. J. A. Gough, B:B. and ¥. 
Southend T.C.—Construction. of public con- 
venience at High-st., Leigh-on-Sea. im? G. 
Baxter, B-E. and 8. Dep. £2. 


MARCH 2. ' 

Cowes U.D.C.—Construction of public con- 

veniences at The Cut. J. H. Veale, E. and S.. 
Northwood House. Dep. £1 1s. 


MARCH 3. ; 
Cheltenham 'T.C.—Conversion of premises at 
High-st. into two flats. G. G. Marsland, B.E. 


Dep. £1 Is. 
MARCH 4. 
Kerrier R.D.C.—Restoration of two cottages 
at Manhay, Wendron. Ww. offatt, §., 
Council Offices, The Willows, Helston. 


MARCH 7. 

Hornsey T.C.—Erection of prefabricated hut. 

together with building of shelter to Code 

Standard, and alterations to existing premises 

at Priory-rd., N J. H. Melville Richards, 
B.E. and 8. Dep. £2. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, ETC. 
NO DATE, 
Rawcliffe Church Council.—Exterior painting 
of various church premises. Vicar, Rawcliffe 
Viearage, Goole. 


ROAD, SEWERAGE AND 


WATER WORKS: 


: FEBRUARY 22. “tr. 
Malden and Goombe 8.C.—Rebuilding of 
back. drop, etc., to deep soil sewer manhole. 


x FEBRUARY 23. ¥ 
Sutton and Cheam T.C.—Surface dressing- 


B.E, and § 
FEBRUARY (24. - 
Bilston T.C.—Laying and jointing of approx. 


- 700 lia. yds. of 5-in, cast-iron , water main. 
T.C. Dep. £2 2s. 


‘ FEBRUARY 28. ’ “ 
Fe rage U.D.C.—Surface dressing. E. 


a f ; 
Widnes T.C.—Sewerage works, J. Holt, B.E- 
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MARCH 1. 

Skipton R.D.C.—Construction of settling and 
storm water tanks, percolating filter, humus 
tanks, etc., at sewage ge works. 
Rodwell, E. and ‘ ne 

RCH Ay 
Corby U.D.c.—Surfare dressing. E, and §. 


ROAD MATERIALS, ETC. 


FEBRUARY 21. 
Littieberough U.D.C.—E. and §. 

FEBRUARY 23. 
Coine T.C.—B.E: and 8. 
Derbyshire C.C.—County S. 

FEBRUARY 24, 
Frimley and Camberley U.D.C.—E. and S. 

FEBRUARY 2. 
Chelsea T.C.—T.C. 
irlam U.D.C.—E. and §. 

Neath T.C.—B.E. 

FEBRUARY 28. 
Bedlingtonshire U.D.C.—E. and S. 
Carmarthenshire C.C.—County S. 
Morley T.C.—B.E. 

Todmorden T.C.—B.E. 

FEBRUARY 29. 
Adwick-le-Street 0.0.—E. and §. 
Batley T.C.—B.E 
Breconshire C.C.—County §. 
Cardiganshire C.C.—County §, 

MARCH 1. 
Bromley T.C.—B.E. 
Normanton U.D.C.—S. 
MARCH 4. 
Inverness C.C.—Surface spraying and supply 
of materials. County S. 
MARCH 6, 
Dewsbury C.B.—B.E. 
Ormskirk U.D.C.—S. 
Shrewsbury T.C.—B.S 
MARCH 11. 
Maesteg U.D.C.—S. 
MARCH _ 
Clayton-le-Moors U.D.C.— 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


FEBRUARY 23. 

Sierra Leone P.W.D.—Technical Assistant. 
Application forms from Ministry of Labour and 
National Service. Central (Technical and 
Scientific) Register, Advertising Section, 
Alexandra House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2. 
Ref. No. HBA822A. 

FEBRUARY 26. 

“Bristol T.C:—Temporary Assistant Archi- 
tect. £7 per week, plus war bonus. J. Nelson 
Meredith (#.), City Architect. 

MARSH 1. 

“London County Council.—(1) Full-time 
teachers at Hammersmith School. of Building 
and Arts and Crafts; (2) Full-time teachers at 
Brixton School of Building. Application forms 
¢«T.1/40) obtainable from Education Officer 
(T.1), County Hall, Westminster Bridge, S.E.1. 
(Stamped addressed envelope necessary). 


MARCH 6. 
“Cumberland C.C. ey ok Assistant. £450 


D.a., plus war bonus, O. Lockwood, 
ti Inst.C.E. , County S&., Citadel- chbrs,, Carlisle. 
MARCH 17. 


*East Lincs Joint reais | Committee.— 
Planning Officer, £750 p.a. erms from H. 
Copland, Secretary, County. Offices, Lincoln. 


GENERAL BUILDING. WORK 


Bacup.—T.C. propose alterations and im- 
provements at public library, 

Barnard Castle.—R.D.C. to carry out repairs 
to 35 houses. Plans by H. A. Smith, 43, Gal- 
gate, Barnard Castle. . 

Caernarvon.—T.C. propose public lavatories on 
selected sites. 

ee Maney of Works propose erec- 
tion of boys’ hostel. 

Coventry.—T.C. propose reinstating Petty 
Sessional Court, at £950, also provision of 
children’s peony home at Town Thorns. 

Droitwich.—R.D proved plans for agri- 
cultural cottages at Sa warpe, for H. Warman, 

Salwarpe Court. 

Felling-on-Tyne.—E. M. Lawson, _Barras- 
bidgs.. Newcastle-on-Tyne, prepared plans for 
poe bottling plant for Archibald Tower. & 

0.; d 

Gateshead.—Extensions to be made to fac- 
tory. Plans by J. G. L. Poulson, Ropergate, 
Pontefract, Yorks. 

Hereford.—T.C. a proved improvements at 
Gae Glas Café, Bridge-st., for D. Bishop. 

Hurst.—Gartside’s Brookside Brewery, Ltd., 
Ashton-under-Lyne, propose erection of hotel at 
fegion of Broad Oak-rd. and Lees-rd. Plans 

be A Thorpe (F.), Union Bank-chbrs. en. 

icester.—J. Shipst ones & Sons, Old 
Bastard Nottingham, propose dade of 
licensed’ premises at Welford-rd. 

Macclesfield Board of Governors of Maccles- 
field Infirmary Be wo erection of two new 


wards, at £10,000. 
approved: Hostel, —— 


anchester.—T.C. 
House, Carlton-rd., halley Range, for 


City maternity hospital, at £9,080 


THE BUILDER 


Arnold, Ruxley Towers, Claygate, Esher, Surrey ; 
dairy and plant, Langho Colony, Whalley, nr. 
Blackburn, for P.H.C., at £3,371; additional 
staircase to works, J. W. Beaumont & Son 
(FF.), architects, "Danlee- bidgs., 53, Spring- 
gdns., additions at Lorna-gr. and Longley -la., 
Northen Etchells, J, E. Kewell (L.), architect, 
7, Market-st., Altrincham, Ches.; alterations for 
shop and café at Barlow Moor-rd., Chorlton- 
cum-Hardy, A. A. G. Toone (A.), architect, 37, 
Princess-st.; lorry repair workshop, Longsight, 
Taylor & Young (FF.), architects, 195, Oxford- 
rd., Chorlton-on-Medlock; alterations to work, 
C. Hartley (L.), atchitect, 128, Buxton- rd., 
Great Moor, Stocknort; conversion of “ Inver- 
coe,” Edge-la., Chorlton-cum. Hardy, H. S. 
Fairhurst & Son (F F. ), architects, Chancery- 


chbrs., 55, Brown-st.; staircase and conveni- 
ences to laundry, for’ Prospect. Laundry, Ltd., 
M. Isaacs, architect, 136, Middleton- rd., 


Crumpsall ; alterations and additions to ‘ * Flying 
Horse Inn,’ Crab-la., Higher Blackley, for 
J. H. Swales & Co., Ltd., Hacking & Newton, 
architects, 5, Blackfriars ; isolation ward at 
Duchess of York hospital for Babies, Burnage- 
la. and Lindsay-rd., Burnage, for Board of 
Menegemest, Bradshaw Gass & Hope (FF.), 
architects, 19, Silverwell-st., Bolton; altera- 
tions, ‘ Bolton Arms ” public-house, Strange- 
ways, for E. & 8. Yates, Hacking & Newton, 
architects, 5, Blackfriars, 

Northumberland.—C.C. acquired = site at 
Southgate, Morpeth, for home for mentally 
defective children, 

Salford.—T.C. approved: Additional welfare 
centre at The Crescent; repairs at Regent-rd. 
school, at £380; reinstate ment of upper floor at 
Tootal-rd. school, Seedley, at £1,800, for E.C.; 
repairs at all Chapels at Weaste Cemetery, 
Eccles New-rd.—E.C. propose conversion of ex- 
isting premises for remand home for girls. 

Sheffield.—S. E. Minns (L.), 24, Broomhall- 
rd., is architect ae alterations to agricultural 
cottages at Hope Valley. 

Snenborough.—U.D.C. propose maternity 
home, also public conveniences at Moorbottom. 

Stockport.—Board of Management of Insti- 
tute for the Blind propose erection of work- 
shops.—T.C. proposes extensions at covered 
market, 

Stoke-on-Trent.—T.C. gy oy extensions at 

Sunderland.—G. I. Brown & Son, Fawcett- 
st., Sunderland, are architects for bakery at 
Cleveland-rd., for Smyths.—Marshall, Tweedy & 
Bourn, Grainger House, Newcastle-on- Tyne, 
prepared plans for alterations to premises. 

Thorne.—Parochial Church Soangil of Parish 
Church propose Church Hall, ,000. 

Warrington.—Board of Manseoeens of War- 
rington Infirmary propose adaptation of “ Hill 
Crest,” Balmoral-rd., Grappenhall-rd., into 
nurses’ home.—T.C. propose works and offices 
for Cleansing Department: 

Wigan.—T.C. to erect prefabricated building 
at Springfield Park for headquarters for 
Springfield Boys’ Club. 














AFTER THE WAR, THE PLAN; AFTER 
THE PLAN, BIG BEN STEEL SCAFFOLD-" 
ING TO BUILD A BETTER BRITAIN . . 


The 


STEEL SCAFFOLDING CO. 
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22 OATLANDS DRIVE, WEYBRIDGE, SURREY 
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BRITISH RESTAURANTS AND 
CANTEENS 


Coatbridge.—Corporation to erect feeding 
centre at Coatbank-st., for which the archi- 
tect is John Spence, Municipal- -bldgs. 

Coventry.—E.C. propose kitchen block at 
South Bank-rd. school. 

Hebden Royd.—U.D.C. propose prefabricated 
building for canteen and kitchen at Burnley- 
rd. school, Mytholmroyd. : 

Hereford.—T.C. approved: Extensions to can- 
teen, for Fryer’s Garages, Ltd.; dining-hall at 


rear of Tupsley school, for E.C.; third B.R. at 
Bath-st., at £6,000. 
Lytham St. Annes,—T.C. propose central 


kitchen and dining-hall at playing-fields, Lans- 
downe-rd., Ansdell, for E.C. Plans by G. W. 
Lawson. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved alterations to 
works canteen. W. Longworth, architect, 76, 
Crofts Bank-rd., Urmston. ; 

North Riding.—E.C. to adapt six schools for 
provision of meals. Plans by County Architect, 
County Hall, Northallerton. ; 

Northamptonshire.—E.C. propose adaptation 
of old Pubtic Institution for central kitchen at 
Hardingstone, nr. Northampton. Plans by 
J. Perkins (L.), County Architect, County Hall, 
Northampton. 

Northumberland.—E.C. to erect schools feed- 
ing centre at Red Row. Plans by County 
Architect, County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Rowley Regis.—E.C. pro school kitchen 
at Blackheath school. by Pritchard, 
Godwin & Clist (FF.), Bank: bidgs., Kidder- 
minster. 

Scarborough.—T.C. propose converting pre- 
mises at St. Thomas-st. into B.R., at £3,542. 
Plans by H. V. Overfield, B.E. 

Stockport.—T.C. approved 
kitchen at Great Egerton-st. : 

Sunderiand.—T.C, to extend B.R. at High- 
st. Plans by B.E. 


A.R.P. SCHEMES 


PROVINCIAL. 

Dukinfield.—T.C. to erect garage for Rescue 
Service. 

Lancashire.—E.C. to expend £4,000 on repair 
and yg of 2,100 shelters at schools. 
Plans by L. Evans, County Architect, County- 
bidgs., Fishergate-hill, Preston. 

Newcastle - on - - Tyne. — City Council to 
strengthen five public basement shelters to 
plans by City Architect, 18, Cloth Market. 

Shipston-on-Stour.—R. D.C. to construct brick 
water storage tank. 

Stockport.—T.C. propose adaptation of build- 
ings for housing motor vehicles, also provision 
ef sector point for Fire Guard. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—T.C. propose exteasion of 
mortuary at Hanley, at £400. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to a. 

| Denotes accepted by H.M wernment 

departments. 

Backworth.—For school meals kitchen: *J, M. 
Reid, Seaton Delaval, Northumberland. 

Gateshead.—Erection of sculleries at seven 
schools, for E.C.: *J. Sutton & Son, Ltd. 
Gateshead, £526. 

Lancashire.— Provision of central kitchen at 
Penwortham, for E.C. L. Evans, County 
Architect, County Offices, Fishergate Hill, 
Preston: *P. A. Baines & Son (Preston), Ltd., 
Ribble Saw Mills, Paley-rd., Preston, £4,306. 

Lianfyllin.— Erection of eight houses in pairs 
at Ardieeo,, Planer ty, Meifod and Lilanstant- 
ffraid, for R.D.C. R. Arthur Jones, architect, 
Bwthyn- Hedd, Llanfyllin: *A. Dean & Co.. 
Lianfyllin, Mont., 

London.—Redecoration and re airs to accom- 
modation in Mayfair, for M.W.B.: * Chap- 
—_ & Sons, Ltd., 36, Black Lion- la., W.6, 


£28 

London (Air Ministry).—List of new con- 
tracts to value of £500 or over for week ended 
February 12. 
General maintenance work: aw Kent 
(Builders), Ltd., London, §.E.13; albraith 
Bros.. Ltd., London, §.E.26; Geo. Riches, Ltd., 
Fareham; John Deheer, Lid., Malton, Yorks. 
Building work: Y. J. Lovell & Co., Gerrards 
Cross, Bucks; Wm. Govan & Sons, Ltd., Prest- 
wick; M. J. Gleeson, Ltd., Sheffield ; Wm. 
Thornton & Sons, Ltd., Liverpool, 8. 

Building and civil engineering work: Percy 
Bilton, Ltd., London, 

Surfacing work: Geo. Wiehe & Co., Lid., 
Denham, Uxbridge, Mddx. 

Surface dressing work: F. Troy & Co., Slough, 
Bucks 

Aerodrome surface work: Tarslag, an. 
Wolverhampton; Delahope, did. York; Henry 
Martin, Ltd., Northampton; A. "M. Griffiths & 
Son, Ltd.. Wolverhampton. 

Surfacing work: W. and J. Glossop, Ltd., 
London, W.6; Tarmac, Ltd.. Wolverhampton. 


school ¢anteen 
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Civil \engineering work: Kinnear Moodie & 
Co: . Glasgow. 
Installation work: Simmons & Hawker, Ltd.. 
London, 8. 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 





ENROL NOW 


FOR 1944 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


MEMBERSHIP 1941—856 
MEMBERSHIP 1942—1,612 
MEMBERSHIP TO DATE — 3,500 


LONDON REGION 37 AREA OFFICES 


PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 
BATH. BRISTOL, MANCHESTER, MERSEYSIDE, 
PLYMOUTH, PORTSMOUTH. SALISBURY 

and TORQUAY. 











(Many Branches in course of formation) 


SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 pa. 


"Phone or write: 
Secretary, 
23, Compton Terrace, Upper St., N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3 











THE BUILDER 


work: Ashwell & Nesbitt. 
oung, Austen & Young, Ltd., 
London, N.W.7 


{London (Ministry of Works).—Contracts 
placed by M.O.W, during week ending February 


Air conditionin 
Ltd., Leicester ; 


Cornwall: Building work, R. E. Leaves, Ltd., 
1, Greatfield-rd., Higher Compton. 

Hampshire : Buildin work, Holst & Co., 
Ltd., Netherfield, Berk lamsted, Herts. 

Herts: Building work, Dickinson & Clarke, 
Lid., 3, Friern Barnet- rd., N.11. 

Lancs: Building work, Rainey Bros., Ltd., 
Tronworks-rd., Barrow-in- “Furness, Lancs, 
Northampton: Building and civil engineering, 
G. P. Trentham, Ltd., Wood-la., Bromford, 
Erdington, Birmingham; building work, Bettles 
Builders Co., 2, Waterloo-rd., Peterborough. 
Northumberland: Building work, John Jack- 
son & Sons, 72, Corporation-st., Newcastle-on- 


Bosworth & Co., 


ey 
<< 


ne. 
Notts: Building work, 
Haydn-rd., Notts. 

Staffs: Building work, Thos. Warrington & 
Sons, Lid., 82, Station-rd., Ellesmere Port, 
Wirral; G. P. Trentham, Ltd., Wood-la., 
Bromford,. Erdington, Birmingham. 

Warwickshire : Building work, Geo. Linnecor 
$ Son, Ltd., 154-6, New Town- rd., Birmingham ; 

M. Tate & Son, Ltd., Highfield- rd., Cradley. 

woe Civil engineering, Gaze & 
Sons, Ltd., High-st., Kingston-on-Thames. 

Yorks : Building work, Gleeson, Ltd., 
616, Chesterfield-rd., Sheffield ; A. W. Sinclair & 
Sons, Ltd., Commercial- st., Scarborough ; 
Frank Haslam, Ltd., Regent- chbrs., Hall Cross, 
Doncaster. 

§London (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed by War Dept. for week ended February 


“Derbyshire : Hutting (erection), H. Boot & 
Sons, Ltd., Sheffield 

Northamptonshire : Miscellaneous work, 
Chowns, Ltd., Northampton. ? 

Oxfordshire: Hutting (erection), Hinkins & 
Frewin, Ltd., Oxford. 

Berks: Miscellaneous work, W. A. James & 
Sons, Maidenhead. 

Wilts: Hutting (erection), The Building and 
Public Works Construction Co., Ltd., Swindon; 

H. Pearce & Son, Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol. 
Dorset: Hutting (erection), G. J. Furneaux, 
Ltd., Christchurch, Hants. 

Co. Down: Miscellaneous work, P. Fitz- 
patrick, Clough, Co. Down. 

Montgomeryshire.—Construction of central 
canteen kitchen and dining-room at Llanfyllin, 
for E.C. H. Carr, F.R.1.B.A., architect: *J. 
Dean & Co., Llanfyllin, £2,200. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. —For extensions to works: 
*Stanley Miller, 17, North-st., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

Newport (1, of W.).—Erection of B.R. (Nash- 
crete hut type) at junction of South-st. and St. 
James’s-st., for T.C.: *A. Jukes & Son, Ltd., 
Southampton, £1,502. (Subject to MF. 
approval.) 

Northumberland.—For central kitchen for 
school meals at Humshaugh: *W. Beattie & 


Q 
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Son, Great Whittington, Matfen, Northumber- 
land. 


Prudhoe-on-Tyne.—For sewage disposal works; 
*Gustavus Bailey, Ltd., 10, King-st., South 
Shields: . 

Shipley.—Painting, etc., 100 houses at Crab- 
rd. estate and 128 houses at West-rd. estate, 
for U.D.C. H. Dawson, 8. Bagnall & 
Sons, Ltd.,.7, Market-st., Shipley, £1,130. 

Wallsend.—For extensions to school feeding 
centres: *J. H. James, Wallsend. 


Change of Name. 

Dixon’s White, Ltd., of Albion Wharf, 
Bow, E.3, have changed their name to 
Dixon’s Paints Ltd. The original name 
was coined when the company specialised 
in the manufacture of white paint. The 
new title is considered more appropriate 
now that paints are made in a wide 
range of colours, as well as_ white. 

‘ Wavar ” distemper and “ Rogg ” polish- 
ing paint are also specialities of the com- 
pany. 


Southern Counties’ Year Book. 

The Southern Counties Federation of 
Building Trades’ Employers have issued 
their ‘‘ Federated Builders’ Year Book, 
1944,” in which is combined a large-size 
desk diary with a directory of builders 
in the area of the Federation and sections 
giving the national working rules (with 
variations applying to the Southera 
Counties Region). The Year Book is 
issued from the Federation’s Offices at 
6, West-st., Horsham. 














ESSEX 
CONSTRUCTION 


Co., LTD. 


BUILDING 
CONTRACTORS 


GRANGEWOOD 
0294 
288, BARKING ROAD, 
LONDON E.6 











HOSPITAL & SCHOOL STOVES 


* WRIGHYS iM IMPROVED ANDALSO 


RLA NT WARM AiR 
noone VENTILATING DA 
“GEO. WRIGHT (LONDONDLT® 








is MEWMAN'S ST. ox OXFORD =i LONDON ~ 
Patent 


Boyle's «sir-eump Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 
ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 
neers, Emergency Address: 34 MORLAND 








Engi 
AV., €. CROYDON, SURREY. = Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 











f BROTHERS LIMITED 
BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 
of 
CAMBERWELL 
Temporary Offices :— Telepbone: SYD. 6235/6 
15-16, TORRINGTON COURT, WESTWOOD HILL, S.E.26 
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